414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55401

February 19, 2019
Daniel P. Wolf
Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101
RE:

—Via Electronic Filing—

STAKEHOLDER MINUTES
COMMUNITY SOLAR GARDENS
DOCKET NO. E002/M-13-867

Dear Mr. Wolf:
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits the
attached Compliance information in response to the Commission’s February 13,
2015 Order (Order Point 3) in this docket. Per this Commission Order, all
agendas, approved minutes and attachments from the Solar*Rewards Community
(S*RC) Implementation Workgroup will be filed in eDockets. Attachment A to
this letter includes the agenda and the approved meeting minutes for our
November 11, 2018 workgroup.
We have electronically filed this document with the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission, and copies have been served on the parties on the attached service
list. Please contact Jessica Peterson at Jessica.K.Peterson@xcelenergy.com or
612-330-6850 if you have any questions regarding this filing.
Sincerely,
/s/
SHAWN WHITE
MANAGER, DSM & RENEWABLE REGULATORY STRATEGY AND PLANNING
Enclosure
c: Service List
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AGENDA
S*RC IMPLEMENTATION WORKING GROUP
Wednesday, November 14

Xcel Energy, 401 Nicollet Mall – Bay 6
1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Phone: 612.330.5656 or 1-866-672-3839 Participant Code: 178-8809
Web: https://avayaconference.xcelenergy.com/1788809

1:00

Welcome and Approval of Minutes (David S )

1:10

Program Detail Discussion (Tom)
a. Program Status
b. Subscriber Management

1:30

Construction Update (Brenda & Dave )
a. Overall Update
b. 2018 Q4 Schedule & Waitlist

2:00

Engineering Update (Alan )
a. Witness Testing
b. Planned Outages

2:15

Regulatory Update/Discussion (Jessie )
a. Solar Garden Tariffs
b. Hosting Capacity Report

2:45

Locational VOS Methodologies (Department of Commerce )

3:45

Open Discussion & Wrap-up (David S )
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S*RC Implementation Workgroup
Meeting Minutes
November 14, 2018

OPENING

This special session of the S*RC Implementation Workgroup was called to order at 1:00 p.m. on November
14, 2018 by David Shafer, MNSEIA.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The workgroup attendees approved the meeting minutes from September 14, 2018, IPS moved to
approve and US Solar seconded with modifications (addition to phone attendees and date change).

MEETING MINUTES
See Document A for Presentation
Program Detail Discussion
a. Program Status: Tom Santori provided the group with an update on current program
status as noted in Xcel Energy’s monthly dashboard.
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b. 2018 VOS
Attendees presented concern regarding the timeline for the 2018 VOS. There is concern by
developers that IA’s and timelines have slowed – developers requested that they should not be
punished for this by not receiving the 2018 VOS. They believed they should be Deemed
Complete by the end of the year. The Company acknowledged this concern, stating that the
most certain way to lock in the 2018 rate would be to be Deemed Complete by the end of the
year. Xcel Energy did not know when the Commission would determine the final tariffed 2019
VOS. 1
Comments are due to the Commission on the 2019 VOS on November 21, 2018.
c. Subscriber Management: Tom Santori discussed subscriber management, when bill
credits are posted and what causes potential delays.
d. 24/7 Contact: Xcel Energy noted that Garden Operators are responsible to keep contact
information accurate and up to date. The Company highly encourages developers to
provide both a primary and secondary contact.
e. Update Service Mailing Address
It is the garden operator’s responsibility to send mailing and service address updates to our
Business Solutions Center. The program office CANNOT make these changes. Xcel Energy
noted that developers need to be aware of what is required of them – if there is a refund for
interconnections; we provide a check directly to the mailing address on file.
Construction Update
a. Update
•
•
•

•
•
•

Only one project was impacted by the 10-day rule (begun in October).
There are a handful of developers on the wait list today; it is going very smoothly.
Things for developers to keep in mind,
1. Manage your in-service dates now for the beginning of 2019 so that Xcel
Energy can order equipment/meters etc.; and
2. Understand project timelines.
Inclement weather will affect projects as they did over the last couple of weeks with the
snow – Xcel Energy is still going to get people online as quickly as we can; but weather
will affect these dates as well.
Site readiness has increased significantly – thank you to all the developers who helped
make this possible.
Question on outages (see below).

The Company did clarify that the 2018 VOS was available until such time as the 2019 VOS was
approved and available by tariff in an email to SRC Implementation Workgroup members on January
15, 2019.

1

2

Meeting Minutes

Docket No. E002/M-13-867
Stakeholder Meeting Minutes
Attachment A: 4 of 101

b. 2018 Waitlist
Xcel Energy discussed the 2018 waitlist. The waitlist will be on a first-come first served
eligibility basis. To date, six projects were added to the list and four remain. One site was
connected early and one site dropped off the list. The waitlist will not continue into 2019.
c. 2019 ISD
Xcel Energy provided an update on currently scheduled ISD dates, reiterating the importance
of scheduling as soon as you are able to avoid the rush to be complete in fourth quarter
occurring every year.
There are 45 sites scheduled in Q1 of 2019 and 34 sites in Q2 as of today. Right now there are
59 sites with no scheduled ISD date, please update these as soon as possible.
Engineering
Xcel Energy’s engineers attended the Workgroup to provide an update on various details of
operational gardens and testing details.
b.

Single Phase Testing
Sixty projects have now been tested under our single phase testing requirements. Nineteen
have failed. Reasons for failure include site preparation, five-minute startup, cease
generation in two seconds and others such as a fuse blown during testing.
The Company reminded the group that the first test is of no charge to the Garden
Operator, however, if you fail the second or later tests you will be charged. If Xcel Energy
sees a failure twice, they will begin the disconnect process.
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Witness Testing – General Details
As a reminder, Xcel Energy’s engineers noted several general details of witness testing as
the Company continues to find projects that fail their first witness test.

d.

•

General witness testing requires a 15% minimal output – if the output is lower, the
developer may proceed with the test if the direction of the output is shown with a
fixed meter.

•

The voltage must be checked on three phases each time a single phase is pulled.
Voltage on all three phases are required to remain below 110% not just the open
phase voltage.

•

Any protection scheme using negative sequence, zero sequence, or phase imbalance
detection to detect open-phase may be requested to disable this setting during the
test-- can create a false-positive
Planned Outages

Developers continue to voice concern with potential outages due to Xcel Energy maintenance.
Xcel Energy noted that Garden Operators will be notified prior to disconnection via the
contact information provided in the IA or to the program office for all non-emergency work.
If contact information is incorrect, no additional phone calls will be made.
Developers wanted to understand how much of a heads-up they would receive. The Company
explained that the time of notification was dependent up on the type and purpose of the
4
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outage– an emergency outage works differently than a planned outage for instance. There are
several reasons for outage such as:
• work on the certain section of the line – any energy source on the line needs to be
locked out;
• hotline work (safety reasons); and
• rearranging for another garden or generation source, all the updates on the
substation may not be in place to accommodate the additional generation.
There are no in-advance notifications during emergency work (outage restoration). If the site
has an outage call 1-800-895-1999 or
visit https://www.xcelenergy.com/outages_and_emergencies
The Company briefly discussed two disconnections of service by two developers. These
disconnects were submitted to the Public Utilities Commission. Xcel Energy noted they would
share lessons learned after these disconnections are resolved.
Regulatory Update/Discussion
a. MN DIP
Jessie Peterson provided an update on the Minnesota Distribution Interconnection Process and
Minnesota Distribution Agreement set change mid-2019. The group discussed the implications
to the Solar*Rewards Community program, the next steps to the process of changing the
process and how developers could get involved. Xcel Energy recommended that developers
review the MN DIP and MN DIA documentation in eDockets at:

In addition, Xcel Energy provided a draft version of the tariff changes for comment by the
SRC Implementation Workgroup. Comments or concerns were directed to Jessie Peterson by
the 15th of November. (See Document C for draft tariff changes)
b.

Hosting Capacity

Xcel Energy also provided an updated on Hosting Capacity filed with the Commission on
November 1. The newest version of available hosting capacity can be found here.
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Locational VOS Methodology
Sue Peirce, from the Department of Commerce (Department) requested to speak at the SRC
Implementation Workgroup to discuss the locational methodologies.
The Department of Commerce reviewed locational values for the VOS at the request of the
Public Utilities Commission. The results came out differently than anticipated by many
stakeholders; so the Commission requested further discussion by parties. The Department
plans to have a report available by the end of the month.
Besides this meeting, we will be meeting on November 30 at 1:00 p.m. at the Department. The
Department is interested in comments and concerns regarding the locational methodology
prior to them completing their filing.
The Department presented an alternative proposal provided by Xcel Energy based on
conversations around next steps for locational values.
The avoided distribution cost is based on the capacity related distribution cost/the 10-year
growth in peak demand. From 2018 to 2019, there has been a swing in this. A negative peak
demand just zero outs the distribution costs.
The proposal is to look at the nine distribution areas individually – Xcel Energy only plans for
three years on these. The methodology if adopted may not result in the significant swings we
have seen in the past.
Nick Paluck, Xcel Energy, reviewed the cost calculations in Document B. The factor is the
growth as the denominator in the calculation. We have looked at a cost based approach where
we would look at a planning area what the cost of the capacity of the future distribution and
then what level of capacity does this provide. This provides a cost per kW that pairs well with
the idea of distribution costs.
This represents the cost of upgrading the capacity upgrades as a group for the system. This
should get rid of the 0 years and the higher years – eliminates the swings. Results more
reflective of costs and can be planned on for future years.
For 2019 VOS the locational methodology would not be used. For the planning areas, there
were 8 and a catch-all. Planning areas are not defined in the methodology. Xcel Energy’s
system is all connected and the way they plan and budget is by planning area – when costs are
considered this is the only way in which the Company can delineate these areas.
One of the concerns by developers is that there is a “misc.” catch-all. Xcel Energy noted they
can only plan our system out through these geographic areas. For tiny areas they proposed to
use the system average (these planning areas are mostly in North and South Dakota).
The question is what substations are part of the planning areas. Developers will need this and
suggested providing a map.
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Workgroup members asked whether the 2019 VOS would be impacted with these details and
the Department and Xcel Energy noted that this was dependent upon what the Commission
decides to do but thought it is unlikely that it would affect 2019 VOS, but rather 2020.
Nick noted that the kW comparison is it a single peak or is it an average to smooth out
anomalies.
In cases of low growth, Xcel Energy can get a small number of peak that would result in low
numbers. One of the concerns the Company has is that there may be a small growth in
particular area and when we compare the cost calculation and divide by a small growth we get
to a cost per kW that is really high (Minnetonka) that converts to 27cents per kWh.
Question: Is there anywhere in the country that measures details by distribution like this today?
Answer: No, we are unaware of any other areas that do this.
The Department noted that New York may be doing some things with the distribution costs
and then backed off because it was a lot of work for very little incentive between the
incentives/rates.
The Department asked if it is worth going through this exercise? Will tweaking the
methodology away from peak demand provide enough stability and value? This is a question
for the November 30th meeting.
Developers noted that they are some models that may worth looking into. The Department
suggested sending those models, links, etc. to them prior to the Nov. 30 meeting.
Miscellaneous Topics
The Company asked whether quarterly meetings were acceptable for 2019 and the workgroup agreed
that the group should continue such as it has in 2018 with the exception of additional meetings around
MN DIP when those details were available.
Next Meeting: February 14, 2019
Minutes submitted by:

Jessie Peterson, Xcel Energy

Approved by:

By SRC Workgroup on February 14, 2019
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Document A
Minnesota
Solar*Rewards Community®

Status Report | November 2018
PROJECT STATUS

SOLAR GARDENS IN DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

• New Applications (2018) = 143 (117 remain active)
• Total No. of Applications under the VOS = 203

Project
Sites
309
143

November1, 2018
Active Applications
Completed Projects

• 257 MW in Design & Construction at 173 sites

MW
401
460

↓ PROGRESS SUMMARY ↓
Application Stage

79

78

Study Phase

67

58

In process

38

40

Interconnection Agreement Issued

21

28

173

257

Design & Construction Phase

160
140
120
100
80
60
40
20
0

460 MW

61 MW

80 MW
45 MW

43 MW
17 MW
1 MW

Active

2018-Q4 2019-Q1 2019-Q2 2019-Q3 2019-Q4

TBD

Estimated Energization Dates (as of 11.1.18)

ACTIVE SOLAR GARDENS
• Details are as of September 2018

PROJECT SITES BY STAGE
17%
Application Stage

13%

38%
Study Phase

Design & Construction

32%
Commercial Operation

PROGRAM UPDATE
• Q4 2018 waitlist gives projects scheduled to complete testing in 2019 an
opportunity to move up timelines into 2018 if someone drops out – four projects
remain on the waitlist; one site came online early and one dropped off
• One IE dispute in process; one on hold do to limited IE resources
• Two gardens were disconnected for causing detrimental impacts to other
customers due to operating outside of allowed parameters. Both are working to
resolve issues.
• The VOS is applied based on when a project is deemed complete. 79 projects
have not yet reached this milestone, making their 2018 VOS eligibility uncertain.

100%

~ 10,800
subscriptions

562 MW DC
Allocation

$7.3 million
Sept. bill credits

Unique Subscribers

Capacity (kW)

Bill Credits

80%
60%
40%
20%
0%
Residential

Small Business

Commercial & Industrial*
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Subscriber Management
• On the 9th of each month, production is posted to subscriber accounts as a bill
credit (Monthly Owner Report available within a few business days following)
• Potential Delays – Salesforce data, Metering communication & wiring

24/7 Emergency Contact
• Garden Operators are responsible to keep contact information accurate and up
to date
• Highly encouraged to provide both a primary and secondary contact

Updating Service & Mailing Address
• Service Address – email SRCMN@xcelenergy.com to request an address
update. *Will require amendment(s) depending on its stage in the
interconnection process
• If Account & Premise # established, Garden Operators are required to submit an
address change request to the Business Solutions Center (bsc@xcelenergy.com)

2018 VOS Eligibility
• Applications need to be “deemed complete” on or before 12/31/2018 in order for
the 2018 VOS Bill Credit Rate to be applied
6
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Construction Update

7

Document A

Design and Construction

•

General
• Date management
• Establishing ISD (Start)
• Understanding project milestone
• Inclement weather
• Site Readiness
• Easement/Private Property
• Drivable surfaces
• Site activity

•

Opportunities for improvement
• open discussion
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Design and Construction Reminders
•

365 projects in Design & Construction (+14)
• 146 project with PTO – 466 MW (+16)
• 76 projects In-Construction - 121 MW (-5)
• 80 projects In-Design - 107 MW (+17)
• 21 projects on HOLD - 20 MW (-18)
• 42 projects have cancelled - 117 MW (+4)

•

2018 Waitlist
• First come first eligible
• Energization 10day
• 6 projects to date added
• four projects remain on the waitlist; one site came online
early and one dropped off

•

2019 ISD
• Q1 – 45 sites 80 MW
• Q2 – 34 sites 43 MW
• Q3 – 7 sites 17 MW
• Q4 – 1 sites 1 MW
• Unknown – 59 sites 65 MW
9
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Requirements for Commercial Operation
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Guideline for Large PV Acceptance/Witness Test

11

Document A

12

Docket No. E002/M-13-867
Stakeholder Meeting Minutes
Attachment A: 20 of 101

Document A

Docket No. E002/M-13-867
Stakeholder Meeting Minutes
Attachment A: 21 of 101

Engineering Update
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Minnesota’s Interconnection Process
Testing Progress
Tested

Passed

Failed

# of
Sites

60

41

19

Total

65%

68%

32%

Reminders:
- 1st test, no charge
- 2nd test, charges to owner
- Disconnect notice issued after
2nd test
- Xcel Energy will reach out to
owner to reschedule failed
tests

Types of Failures
Cease
5 Min
Gen in 2
Startup
Sec
# of Sites
1
8
Total
5%
42%

Gen on
Intact
Phases
2
11%

Site
Prep

Other

6
32%

2
11%

- 2 hours per site
- Follow approved test
procedures
- Be prepared to start on time,
and with proper equipment
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Witness Testing - General
Updates/Clarifications:
- 15% minimum output rule
- If output is lower, may proceed with test IF direction of output
is shown with a FIXED meter (i.e. customer-owned
production meter, inverter display)
- Voltage must be checked on all three phases each time a single
phase is pulled.
- Voltage on all three phases are required to remain below
110%, not just the open phase voltage.
- Any protection scheme using negative sequence, zero
sequence, or phase imbalance detection to detect open-phases
may be requested to disable this setting during the test.
- Can create false-positives for successful tests.
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Planned Outages
• Notifications
– Garden operators will be notified prior to disconnection via the
contact information provided in the IA or to the program office for all
non-emergency work
• If contact information is incorrect, no additional phone calls
will be made
– There will be no notification during emergency work (outage
restoration)
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Minnesota’s Interconnection Process
• The MN DIP and MN DIA adjust the statewide interconnection process
and agreement in the state of Minnesota fundamentally impacting the
process flows and contracts which the utility manages for DERs
interconnections
• MN DIP:
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documen
tId={C0323565-0000-C35D-87AC-918A7A378404}&documentTitle=20188-145752-04

• MN DIA
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentI
d={C0323565-0000-C79E-B706-D880AE0B7AE8}&documentTitle=20188-145752-06

• Utility Impact
– Tariff (application process, study timelines, program rules)
– Online Interconnection Application Platform
– Business Practices (tools & processes)

18
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Section 9 Tariff
Application Type

Impact

Net Metering

Modify such that MN DIP governs MN DIP applications
(received after June 17, 2019)

Solar*Rewards
(First Gen.)

No Changes. Previously Closed Tariff.

Solar*Rewards
(Second Gen.)

Will be closed to new applicants. Minor adjustments
(alignment, 2019 program changes)

Solar*Rewards
(Third Gen.)

New version of S*R based on MN DIP

Solar*Rewards
Community Contract for
those receiving
Solar*Rewards Incentive

Existing tariff sheets will be closed to new applicants. Minor
adjustments (alignment, 2019 program changes)
New section added to incorporate MN DIP.

Solar*Rewards
Community

Many tariff changes that apply to MN DIP applications

19
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Program Changes
Not Specific to MN DIP
• Metering
– Production Meter payments (Solar*Rewards)
– Two meters to one meter (Solar*Rewards Community)

Elimination of rules not consistent with MN DIP
• Independent Engineer Dispute Process
– Replaced by new process identified in the MN DIP (mediation)
– Nothing is being “lost” in this process – it is intended to be expedited and
work better than the current one

• Mechanical Completion moves to 24 months beginning at MN DIA
signature by both parties (rather than Expedited Ready)

20
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Tariff Changes
• Due December 24, 2018
– Filing goal – prior to Thanksgiving

• Draft Tariffs in review by interested parties – comments due by
November 15, 2018
– Jessica.k.peterson@xcelenergy.com

21
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New Hosting Capacity
• Xcel Energy filed the new hosting capacity details on November 1 as
part of the Integrated Distribution Plan
• https://www.xcelenergy.com/working_with_us/how_to_interconnect/hosti
ng_capacity_map
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Locational VOS Methodologies
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Wrap Up
• Open Discussion
– 2019 Workgroup Schedule

• Topics for next discussion?
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Avoided Distribution Component of the VOS
Current and Alternative System and Location Specific Methodology
Distribution Capacity Value - Dollars per KW
Current Method: Peak Growth Based

Alternative Method: Cost Based

VOS Vintage

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

System Distribution Cost per KW

$928

$0

$0

$401

$0

$111

$104

$120

$82

$165

$335
$307
$261
$115
$156
$78
$27
$159
$131

$0
$13,553
$0
$350
$455
$192
$158
$347
$465

$0
$117
$0
$104
$414
$101
$26
$66
$117

$149
$118
$0
$100
$32
$17
$0
$113
$257

$0
$128
$53
$97
$69
$0
$0
$147
$116

$0
$54
$78
$66
$61
$85
$0
$110
$107

Planning Area Cost per kW
Minneapolis
Minnetonka
Edina
South East
Maple Grove
Newport
St. Paul
North West
White Bear Lake

$0
$79
$74
$185
$0
$351
$0
$160
$155

Distribution Capacity Value - Cents per kWh
Current Method: Peak Growth Based

Alternative Method: Cost Based

VOS Vintage

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

System Cost per kWh

2.28

0.00

0.00

0.82

0.00

0.23

0.21

0.25

0.17

0.34

0.69
0.63
0.53
0.24
0.32
0.16
0.06
0.33
0.27

0.00
27.72
0.00
0.72
0.93
0.39
0.32
0.71
0.95

0.00
0.24
0.00
0.21
0.85
0.21
0.05
0.13
0.24

0.30
0.24
0.00
0.20
0.06
0.03
0.00
0.23
0.53

0.00
0.26
0.11
0.20
0.14
0.00
0.00
0.30
0.24

0.00
0.11
0.16
0.13
0.13
0.17
0.00
0.23
0.22

0.00
0.16
0.15
0.38
0.00
0.72
0.00
0.33
0.32

Planning Area Cost per kW
Minneapolis
Minnetonka
Edina
South East
Maple Grove
Newport
St. Paul
North West
White Bear Lake
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VOS Distribution Capacity Cost per kW - Minnetonka Area
A.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Estimate the percentage of distribution cost that is deferrable per the VOS methodology

2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011

Planning Area
MN Electric
Distribution Costs
Nominal

Percent
Capacity Related

Planning Area
Capacity Related
Project Costs
Nominal

(a)

(a/b)

(b)

2019
Inflation Adjustment
Inflation Rate
2.25%
(c)

$0
$0
$2,499,221
$7,448,045
$11,765,484
$9,296,046
$4,261,234
$8,178,480
$6,717,030
$5,069,252

#DIV/0!
82.6%
40.7%
64.2%
7.3%
-0.3%
0.7%
0.0%
24.5%

$0
$0
$2,064,203
$3,030,685
$7,550,839
$674,232
($10,919)
$57,079
$1,639
$1,244,169

97.8%
100.0%
102.3%
104.6%
106.9%
109.3%
111.8%
114.3%
116.9%
119.5%

2010-19 Total

B.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

C.

Planning Area
Capacity Related
Project Cost
Adjusted for Inflation
( c * b ) = ( d)
$0
$0
$2,110,648
$3,168,600
$8,072,074
$736,992
($12,204)
$65,231
$1,915
$1,486,572
$15,629,828

Identify Peak Demand Forecast/Historical 10-yr growth rate

2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011

Planning Area
Peak Data
Minnetonka
433,237
430,625
424,906
455,233
408,341
377,038
416,977
411,747
424,891
432,084

Planning Area
KW Growth
2020 vs. 2011
1,153

Planning Area
Average Annual
Growth Rate
0.03%

Calulate Cost per kW Growth 2010-19
Distribution Cost
10yrs of kW Growth
Cost per kW
Cost per kW (Inserted into Table 15)

$15,629,828
1,153
$13,553
$13,553

(g)
(h)
(i)=(g)/(h)
( j ) = ( i ) unless ( i ) < 0, then 0

From A
From B

Document B

VOS Distribution Capacity Cost per kW
(A) System actual cost per KWH (sum of planning areas)
Capital Cost Capacity
projects

Year

New Dist.
Capacity
(MW)

($M)

2018

76.800

$10.280

2019

34.800

$3.945

2020

52.400

$12.765

Total

164.000

$26.990

Cost per kW

$165

(B) Planning area actual cost per KW based on Anticipated Capital Capacitiy Related Investments
141 Minneapolis
142 Minnetonka
143 Edina

#DIV/0!
$79
$74

141 Minneapolis

Year
2018
2019
2020
Total

New Dist.
Capacity
(MW)
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000

Cost per kW

Year
2018
2019
2020
Total

Cost per kW

#DIV/0!

Year
2018
2019
2020
Total

Cost per kW

Year
2018
2019
2020
Total

New Dist.
Capacity
(MW)
26.000
0.000
0.000
26.000

Cost per kW

$185

Year
2018
2019
2020
Total

New Dist.
Capacity
(MW)
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.0

Cost per kW

#DIV/0!

Year
2018
2019
2020
Total

New Dist.
Capacity
(MW)
0.000
34.800
12.600
47.4

Cost per kW

#DIV/0!
$160
$155

143 Edina

2018
2019
2020
Total

$79

Cost per kW

Year

New Dist.
Capacity
(MW)
14.300
0.000
11.900
26.2

Capital Cost Capacity
projects
($M)
$1.279
$0.000
$0.650
$1.929
$74

150 Newport
Capital Cost Capacity
projects
($M)
$0.024
$0.000
$0.000
$0.024

2018
2019
2020
Total

#DIV/0!

Cost per kW

154 NorthWest
Capital Cost Capacity
projects
($M)
$0.200
$0.000
$0.250
$0.450

151 St. Paul
154 NorthWest
156 White Bear Lake

Capital Cost Capacity
projects
($M)
$2.064
$0.000
$0.000
$2.064

147 Maple Grove
Capital Cost Capacity
projects
($M)
$2.298
$0.200
$4.100
$6.598

151 St. Paul
New Dist.
Capacity
(MW)
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.0

$185
#DIV/0!
$351

142 Minnetonka
Capital Cost Capacity
projects
($M)
$0.119
$0.000
$0.850
$0.969

144 SouthEast
New Dist.
Capacity
(MW)
21.600
0.000
14.000
35.6

144 SouthEast
147 Maple Grove
150 Newport

Year

New Dist.
Capacity
(MW)
14.900
0.000
0.000
14.9

Capital Cost Capacity
projects
($M)
$1.131
$0.200
$3.900
$5.231
$351

156 White Bear Lake
Capital Cost Capacity
projects
($M)
$3.015
$3.545
$1.015
$7.575

2018
2019
2020
Total

$160

Cost per kW

Year

New Dist.
Capacity
(MW)
0.000
0.000
13.900
13.9

Capital Cost Capacity
projects
($M)
$0.150
$0.000
$2.000
$2.150
$155
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SOLAR*REWARDS COMMUNITY PROGRAM
(Continued)

Section No.
2nd Revised Sheet No.

9
64

AVAILABILITY
Available to any Residential, Commercial, and Industrial customer who elects to offset electric charges through a
subscription in a company-approved community solar garden.
DEFINITIONS
Deemed Complete - For applications that are not subject to the MN DIP, the term “Deemed Complete” shall mean the
successful completion of the requirements in tariff Section 9, Sheet 67, step (i). For applications that are subject to
the MN DIP, the term “Deemed Complete” shall mean the last date of any of the following: date-and-time stamp of
receipt of a complete Interconnection Application as provided for in MN DIP section 1.5.2.; completing the application
for the Solar*Rewards Community Program; and, paying the Solar*Rewards Community Program application fee and
deposit.

-

Installation of the DER;
Submission to the Company of proof of insurance, as required by Company tariffs or MN DIA;
Submission to the Company of State of Minnesota electrical inspection forms (“Blue Copy”) filed with
the Company showing successful completion of testing; and,
Inspection and functional testing of DER components.

AF

-

T

Mechanical Completion - For applications that are not subject to the MN DIP, the term “Mechanical Completion” is as
defined in tariff Section 9, Sheet 68, par. 1.i. For applications that are subject to the MN DIP, the term “Mechanical
Completion” shall mean the date when all of the following have been completed:

RATE

The Bill Credit Rate that applies is either based on:

D

APPLICABLE RETAIL RATE

R

1. The applicable retail rate
a. for applications that on or before December 31, 2016, have met the requirements in tariff Section 9,
Sheet 67, step (i) (“Deemed Complete” or “Initial Application Completeness”); or,
b. for applications that otherwise qualify as provided for in an authorized amendment to the Standard
Contract for Solar*Rewards Community; or,
2. The Value of Solar (VOS) rate for applications that are Deemed Complete on or after January 1, 2017,
and that do not qualify for the applicable retail rate.

The applicable retail rate Bill Credit Rate below is applicable to those applications that were Deemed Complete on or
before December 31, 2016 or otherwise qualify as provided for in an authorized amendment to the Standard Contract
for Solar*Rewards Community.
The Bill Credit Rate below applicable to the subscriber is dependent on the customer class under which the
subscriber receives service and the Bill Credit Type selected by the garden operator in the tariffed Standard Contract
for Solar*Rewards Community.
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SOLAR*REWARDS COMMUNITY PROGRAM
(Continued)

Customer Class

Residential Service

Standard
Enhanced – Solar Gardens > 250 KW (AC)
Enhanced – Solar Gardens ≤ 250 KW (AC)
Standard
Enhanced – Solar Gardens > 250 KW (AC)
Enhanced – Solar Gardens ≤ 250 KW (AC)
Standard
Enhanced – Solar Gardens > 250 KW (AC)
Enhanced – Solar Gardens ≤ 250 KW (AC)

Bill Credit Rate per kWh (AC)
for Energy Delivered to
Company
$0.13539
$0.15539
$0.16539
$0.12844
$0.14844
$0.15844
$0.10515
$0.12515
$0.13515

AF
R
D

General Service

Bill Credit Type

9
64

T

Small General Service

Section No.
2nd Revised Sheet No.
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SOLAR*REWARDS COMMUNITY PROGRAM
(Continued)

Section No.
2nd Revised Sheet No.

9
66.1

TERMS AND CONDITIONS (Continued)
k. Where the garden operator has begun the application process the following provisions apply:
(1) Prior to the Company processing the application, the garden operator must submit a programn
application fee of $xxxx1,200 to the Company. This application fee may be by check or wire transfer. The program
application fee is meant to cover the cost to the Company of processing the program application. This is in addition to
the interconnection application fee and other interconnection fees or costs.

AF

T

(2) Prior to the Company processing the application, the garden operator must submit a deposit of an
amount equal to $100/kW to the Company. This deposit may be submitted by check or wire transfer. The deposit will
be eligible for release upon any of the following conditions: 1) full execution of the Interconnection Agreement, 2)
garden operator withdrawal of Solar*Rewards Community application in the online application system, or 3) Company
cancellation of the application due to non-compliance with program or interconnection timelines or tariffs. For deposits
held by the Company wWithin thirty (30) days of receipt of the required deposit refund request paperwork after either
the project is completed or the date when the garden operator informs the Company that it will no longer continue
pursuing completion of the garden project, or if the project is not completed within the twenty four (24) month timeline
(including day-for-day extensions) detailed below, the Company shall return to the garden operator the remaining
portion of the deposit after first applying the deposit towards any past due amounts that the garden operator (or any
corporate affiliate of the garden operator) owes to the Company pursuant to the Solar*Rewards Community Program.
When the deposit qualifies to be returned to the garden operator, it shall also include interest. Consistent with Minn.
Stat. § 325E.02, the rate of interest will be set annually and will be equal to the weekly average yield of one-year
United States Treasury securities adjusted for constant maturity for the last full week in November. The interest rate
will be rounded to the nearest tenth of one percent. The rate of interest announced by the Commissioner of
Commerce on or about December 15 of each year will be the rate of interest that will be paid on deposits returned
during the subsequent calendar year.

D

R

l. Notwithstanding any other law, neither the garden operator nor the subscribers to a garden facility shall be
considered a utility solely as a result of their participation in the garden facility
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SOLAR*REWARDS COMMUNITY PROGRAM
(Continued)

Section No.
2nd Revised Sheet No.

9
67

APPLICATION TO THE PROGRAM
(Note – the provisions for “Application to the Program” on Sheets 67 and 67.1 only apply to applications that are
not subject to the MN DIP).
Applications will be accepted and processed on a first-ready, first-served basis. Applications are deemed “Ready”
once they meet the following criteria:

(iii)
(iv)
(v)

(vi)

T

(ii)

Applications are considered submitted (and will advance to engineering review) once the applicant
furnishes all requested documents and information in the Solar*Rewards Community online
application system, including:
a. the applicant’s contact information,
b. garden information including system location and specifications,
c. application fee and deposit,
d. engineering documents, including one-line diagrams, site plan, and Interconnection Application;
The applicant has submitted evidence the project has obtained or arranged appropriate insurance
or has entered into an insurance broker agreement;
The applicant has submitted evidence of control of the Community Solar Garden site;
The applicant has submitted evidence of projected subscription at the time of construction;
The applicant has submitted evidence the project proposal complies with all applicable material
terms of the tariff and standard contract and any additional considerations that the Company, solar
garden developers, the Minnesota Department of Commerce, the Office of the Attorney General,
and interested parties participating in the workgroup have agreed to include in the plan; and
The applicant has submitted signed agreements, including Standard Contract for Solar*Rewards
Community and the Interconnection Agreement.

AF

(i)

R

Once the operator’s application has been submitted according to step (i), the Company will determine its
completeness within thirty (30) days for purposes of advancing for engineering review. The Company will approve or
reject an operator application within sixty (60) days of determining completeness unless the applicant has agreed to
an extension. Where the Company has timely rejected an application, the Company will allow the applicant to
provide additional documents or information and the sixty (60) day timeframe will begin anew for the Company to
accept or reject the application.

D

After the Company determines initial application completeness, the applicant will submit information according to
steps (ii) – (vi). The applicant shall achieve Mechanical Completion of the project within twenty-four (24) months from
the later of August 6, 2015 or the Company finding that the application is complete. Failure of the Company to meet
the timeframes for completing engineering studies and interconnection cost estimates set forth in the Commission’s
September 28, 2004 Order in Docket No. E999/CI-01-1023 as implemented in Section 10 of the Company’s tariff will
extend this twenty-four (24) month period on a day-for-day basis. Day-for-day extensions will also be applied to the
extent the application is the subject of an Independent Engineer review (Section 9, Sheets 68.11–68.13) or to the
extent it is directly delayed as the result of an Independent Engineer review for another application in the same Study
Queue. The Company shall provide, upon an applicant’s good-faith request, written confirmation of the then-current
Mechanical Completion deadline for an application under this section, accounting for applicable day-for-day
extensions.

C
C

LN

N
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SOLAR*REWARDS COMMUNITY PROGRAM
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Section No.
Original Sheet No.

9
67.1

APPLICATION TO THE PROGRAM (Continued)
(Note – the provisions for “Application to the Program” on Sheets 67 and 67.1 only apply to applications that are not
subject to the MN DIP).
The 24-month period shall be tolled day-for-day for a project application that, in the Company’s determination, has suffered
a Force Majeure event prior to Mechanical Completion. For purposes of this section, Force Majeure means: any act of
God, act of the public enemy, war, insurrection, riot, fire, storm or flood, explosion, breakage or accident to machinery or
equipment, or any other cause beyond a Party’s control, except that a local-government moratorium to issuing a permit
may extend the 24-month period for no more than an additional 6 months. Failure to seek a permit, delay in seeking a
permit, or permit-processing time not subject to a moratorium is not included in this extension. An event of Force Majeure
does not include an act of negligence or intentional wrongdoing.

D

R

AF

T

If Mechanical Completion is not achieved within this twenty-four (24) month period (including any day-for-day extension
referenced above), then the Company will return the deposit (consistent with the provisions on Sheet 66.1) and the garden
operator, if it still intends to proceed with the project, will need to reapply and submit a new application fee and deposit.
Additionally, in this situation, if applicant already has an executed Interconnection Agreement, then that Interconnection
Agreement may not be used for a project as part of the Solar*Rewards Community program, and such project shall
immediately lose its queue position in the interconnection queue.

N

N
CL
L
NL
N
N
N
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SOLAR*REWARDS COMMUNITY PROGRAM
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Section No.
Original Sheet No.

9
67.2

APPLICATION TO THE PROGRAM
(Note – the provisions for “Application to the Program” on Sheets 67.2 and 67.3 only apply to applications that are
subject to the MN DIP).
Applications will have their interconnection application be processed consistent with the MN DIP as long as the application
continues to comply with tariff and program requirements.
If at any time the application is no longer valid under the MN DIP process, then the application to the program shall be
considered to be withdrawn and no longer valid. If the applicant still desires to proceed with a Community Solar Garden at
that site, it will need to submit a new application under the then-current program rules. Examples of an application no
longer being valid under the MN DIP process, include, but are not limited to, the following:

T

B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

Applicant makes a “Material Modification” resulting in withdrawing the application or proceeding with a
new interconnection application (MN DIP section 1.6.2.1);
There has been a “withdrawal of Interconnection Application” (MN DIP sections 1.8.2 or 3.4.4);
The application is “deemed withdrawn” (MN DIP sections 1.5.2, 1.6.2.1, 1.8.2, or 5.1.2)
A situation is “deemed a withdrawal” of an application (MN DIP section 1.6.4),
An application is “withdrawn by the Interconnection Customer” (MN DIP section 3.4.1); or
The application “must be withdrawn” (MN DIP section 5.14.3)

AF

A.

R

The applicant shall achieve Mechanical Completion of the project within twenty-four (24) months from the date the MN DIA
has been signed by both parties. Failure of the Company to meet its timeframes under the MN DIP or MN DIA following
the application being Deemed Complete will extend this twenty-four (24) month period on a day-for-day basis. The
Company shall provide, upon an applicant’s good-faith request, written confirmation of the then-current Mechanical
Completion deadline for an application under this section, accounting for applicable day-for-day extensions.

D

The twenty-four (24) month period shall be tolled day-for-day for a project application that, in the Company’s determination,
has suffered a Force Majeure event prior to Mechanical Completion. For purposes of this section, Force Majeure means:
any act of God, act of the public enemy, war, insurrection, riot, fire, storm or flood, explosion, breakage or accident to
machinery or equipment, or any other cause beyond a Party’s control, except that a local-government moratorium to
issuing a permit may extend the twenty-four (24) month period for no more than an additional 6 months. Failure to seek a
permit, delay in seeking a permit, or permit-processing time not subject to a moratorium is not included in this extension.
An event of Force Majeure does not include an act of negligence or intentional wrongdoing.
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67.3

APPLICATION TO THE PROGRAM (Continued)
(Note – the provisions for “Application to the Program” on Sheets 67.2 and 67.3 only apply to applications that are
subject to the MN DIP).
If Mechanical Completion is not achieved within the above 24-month period time period (including allowed day-for-day
extensions) , and if “Substantial Progress” as defined below is not achieved within the above 24-month period time period
(including allowed day-for-day extensions), then the Company will return the program deposit consistent with the
provisions on tariff sheet 66.1, and the applicant, if it still intends to proceed with the project, will need to reapply and
submit a new program application, including applicable application fee and deposit. Additionally, in this situation, if
applicant already has an executed Interconnection Agreement, then that Interconnection Agreement may not be used for a
project as part of the Solar*Rewards Community program.

3.

D

4.

AF

2.

Installed one-hundred percent (100%) of the PV foundation (including pier, helical screw, ballasts, or similar)
to enable mounting of the Nameplate Capacity as collectively set forth in Interconnection Agreement(s) for
the Community Solar Garden Site.
Built, or otherwise has in place, a permanent drivable (road) surface on the parcel or parcels of land
associated with the Community Solar Garden so that the Company on a 24 hour a day, seven days a week,
basis can access its equipment, including but not limited to lines, poles, transformers, billing meters,
underground facilities and other facilities, but excluding production meters. The drivable road surface needs
to be reasonably sufficient to support the use of a 10 ton truck.
Built, or otherwise has in place, a permanent fence surrounding the entirety of the solar garden location. If
Substantial Progress has been achieved, but Mechanical Completion is not achieved, within this twenty-four
(24) month period (including any day-for-day extension referenced above), then the applicant shall pay a “late
fee” to the Company of $200/day/MW Nameplate Capacity of the Generation System. For example, if a
Generation System has a Nameplate Capacity of 100 kW, and it achieves Mechanical Completion 30 days
late, the “late fee” would be $600.
Before the end of the twenty-four (24) month period (including any day-for-day extension referenced above)
the applicant must submit a signed letter to the Company attesting to the fact that Substantial Progress as
defined in paragraphs 1-3 above has been made, and attach photographs to that letter demonstrating this.

R

1.

T

The term “Substantial Progress” means that on or before the last day of the 24-month period (including day-for-day
extensions), the applicant has achieved all of the following:

The “late fee” amount shall be paid to the Company before the Date of Commercial Operation. However, in the event that
the Company fails to collect in full such amount by this date, such unpaid amount may be included as part of the costs of
interconnection under the MN DIP and MN DIA. All such “late fee” payments received by the Company will be credited
100% to the Minnesota Fuel Clause Adjustment to help offset the costs of this program to the Company ratepayers.
If Mechanical Completion is not achieved within six (6) months from the originally required 24-month Mechanical
Completion date (including allowed day-for-day extensions), then the Company will return the program deposit consistent
with the provisions on tariff sheet 66.1, and the applicant, if it still intends to proceed with the project, will need to reapply
and submit a new program application, including applicable application fee and deposit. Additionally, in this situation, if
applicant already has an executed Interconnection Agreement, then that Interconnection Agreement may not be used for a
project as part of the Solar*Rewards Community program.
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68

ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS – FOR APPLICATIONS NOT SUBJECT TO THE MN DIP
1. Definitions. As used in this section, the following definitions apply:

N

a. Community Solar Gardens shall be considered “Co-Located” if they exhibit characteristics of a single
development, such as:
i. common ownership structure,
ii. an umbrella sale arrangement,
iii. shared interconnection,
iv. revenue-sharing arrangements, and
v. common debt or equity financing.
Community Solar Gardens will not be considered Co-located solely because the same person or entity
provided tax equity financing for the garden or garden project.

T

b. “Co-Location Determination Notice” means a notice sent by the Company to applicant that the
Company has determined that the application(s) for a Community Solar Garden Site exceed the CoLocation Limits.

AF

c. “Co-Location Limits” means the following:
i. For any Community Solar Garden application submitted (i.e., applicant has entered enough
information into the CSG Application System for an Solar*Rewards Community # to be
assigned) on or prior to September 25, 2015, no more than 5 MW (AC) will be allowed at a
Community Solar Garden Site in the aggregate.
ii. For any application submitted after September 25, 2015, no more than 1 MW (AC) will be
allowed at a Community Solar Garden Site in the aggregate.

D

d. “Community Solar Garden Site” means one Community Solar Garden or where two or more
Community Solar Gardens are Co-Located.

e. “Engineering Scoping Study” means the engineering scoping study per Steps 3-4 of the Section 10
tariff which provides an indicative cost estimate.
f. “Initial Application Completeness” means the requirements in tariff Section 9, sheet 67, step (i).

R

N

g. “Initial Revised Tariff Effective Date” means December 18, 2015.

D

h. “Interconnection Agreement Time Line” means: Where the conditions described in pars. 5-8 below are
met, but beginning no sooner than 10 business days after the Initial Revised Tariff Effective Date the
Company will within 40 days on a best efforts basis, and, but not more than 50 business days, provide
an Interconnection Agreement. The Interconnection Agreement will then need to be signed by the
applicant and countersigned by the Company.
i. “Mechanical Completion” means completion by the Applicant of each of the nine items the Applicant’s
personnel is required to complete in Step 8 of Section 10 (at Sheet No. 98).

N
N

j. “Study Queue” means the priority sequencing of Interconnection Applications for a certain feeder or
substation waiting to be studied, or in fact being studied, as part of the Engineering Scoping Study, or
which have completed the Engineering Scoping Study and which do not yet have an Interconnection
Agreement signed by the Company.

T

k. “Study Queue Position” means the applicant’s place in the Study Queue.

T
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68.1

ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS – FOR APPLICATIONS NOT SUBJECT TO THE MN DIP
(Continued)
2. Scale Down. Any applicant with application(s) for a Community Solar Garden Site which in the aggregate
exceed the Co-Location Limits, or who otherwise desires to scale down a Community Solar Garden Site to a
lower capacity, must fulfill all of the following requirements:

N
N
N

a. Applicant must identify which Community Solar Garden applications comprise the new lower capacity
compliant with the Co-Location Limits. In other words, the applicant must specify which applications it
will pursue under the Co-Location Limits.

T

b. Applicant must submit a new site plan and one-line diagram showing each point of common coupling
for the Community Solar Garden(s) comprising the scaled down Community Solar Garden Site, meter
locations, and the point of interconnection (i.e., point from where the Company’s existing system would
be extended). These documents must be approved by the Company.
The process of scaling down does not alter Study Queue Position, except as provided below.

AF

3. Expedited Ready. Once the applicant receives notification of Initial Application Completeness, and prior to the
Company initiating the Engineering Scoping Study, the applicant must show that each application is “Expedited
Ready”. An application is “Expedited Ready” as of the date that all of the factors below are satisfied. The
requirements for being considered Expedited Ready are:
a. The application has received Company notice of Initial Application Completeness.

b. Applicant has submitted a complete Appendix C (sheets 105-110 of the Section 10 tariff).
c. Applicant has paid to Company the Engineering Scoping Study fee.

d. If the size of the Community Solar Garden Site is greater than 1 MW (AC), applicant has shown that
each Community Solar Garden application comprising the Community Solar Garden Site has met the
requirements in par. 8 below.

R

N

D

e. In the situations as specified below in pars. 5.c. (applicant does not appeal to the Department the
Company Co-Location Determination Notice), 7.c. (the Department or Commission rule against the
applicant on its challenge to the Company Co-Location Determination Notice), 8.c. (the applicant has
failed to show that the applications within a Community Solar Garden Site are making progress), or 2
(applicant has chosen to scale down), the applications within the Community Solar Garden Site must be
scaled down consistent with the provisions of par. 2 above.
At the request of the applicant, the Company will endeavor to provide reasonable and timely certification of the
applicant’s compliance or non-compliance with this provision. The Company will provide notice to the applicant
via email as to the date the application is Expedited Ready and the Interconnection Agreement Time Line begins.

N
N
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ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS – FOR APPLICATIONS NOT SUBJECT TO THE MN DIP
(Continued)

N

4. Appeals relating to Co-Location Determination
a. The Company provided a Co-Location Determination Notice to certain applicants on or about August
18, 2015. On or before 10 business days after the Initial Revised Tariff Effective Date the applicant must
submit via email a dispute to the Department of Commerce (Department) on the Company’s Co-Location
Determination Notice sent on or about August 18, 2015. The Company must be copied on this email for
this formal dispute resolution request to be effective. Informal efforts to resolve disputes with the
Company may be made at the Applicant’s discretion prior to formally initiating the dispute process.

AF

T

b. If the Company provides any subsequent Co-Location Determination Notice(s), the applicant has the
later of 10 business days from each such subsequent notice, or 10 business days after the Initial
Revised Tariff Effective Date, to submit via email such a dispute to the Department for the Co-Location
which is the subject of such notice. The Company will check for compliance with Co-Location size at two
times: 1.) in addition to the notices sent on August 18, 2015, on or about the time of the determination of
the Initial Application Completeness; and 2.) on or before the Date of Commercial Operation. A
Company signed Standard Contract for Solar*Rewards Community prevents the Company from
subsequently challenging compliance with the Co-Location Limits for the Community Solar Garden Site
at issue. The applicant shall provide as part of this email all information and documents it relies upon for
its position. The Company must be copied on this email for this request to be effective.
c. By the later of the Initial Revised Tariff Effective Date or 5 business days of each of the above
applicant dispute(s) submitted to the Department, the Company shall respond to the Department with an
email containing all information and documents the Company relies upon for its position. A dispute
delivered via email after 4:30 pm (central standard or central daylight savings time, as applicable) shall
be considered to be delivered on the next business day. The applicant must be copied on this email for
this response to be effective.

R

d. There is an expectation that the Department will issue its determination on each such Co-Location
dispute within 30 calendar days of the dispute being submitted to it.

D

e. The applicant or the Company may appeal to the Commission the Department determination by
making a filing in Docket No. 13-867 (or such other docket designated by the Commission) within 5
business days of the Department determination. A Department determination delivered after 4:30 pm
(central standard or central daylight savings time, as applicable) shall be considered to be delivered on
the next business day. Such an appeal should include all information relied upon by that party.
Responses to any such appeal are due 10 business days from the date of the filing of the appeal. No
reply to the response will be allowed.

N
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ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS – FOR APPLICATIONS NOT SUBJECT TO THE MN DIP
(Continued)

N
N

5. Interconnection Agreement Time Line Review
a. One of the requirements to be Expedited Ready above is that the applicant has paid to Company the
Engineering Scoping Study fee. To help inform the applicant of the amount owed and to give the
applicant time to make this payment, on or before September 18, 2015, the Company notified each
applicant of the dollar amount which the applicant owes for the Engineering Scoping Study fee for each
Community Solar Garden Site which by September 4, 2015, had received Company notice of Initial
Application Completeness. For applications which receive Company notice of Initial Application
Completeness after September 4, 2015, the Company will notify applicant of the dollar amount owed for
the Engineering Scoping Study fee within 10 business days of the Initial Application Completeness.

AF

T

b. The notice provided by the Company in par. 5.a. above as to the dollar amount of the Engineering
Scoping Study fee will be based on the size and complexity of the Community Solar Garden Site as
asserted by the applicant as of September 4, 2015, or when Company provides a notice of Initial
Application Completeness. For example, if the applicant maintains that it does not have a 10 MW
Community Solar Garden Site, but instead has two separate 5 MW Community Solar Garden Sites, the
notice will be based on the applicant having two separate 5 MW Community Solar Garden Sites. Each
notice will be for a study based on an asserted Community Solar Garden Site size of 5 MW or less. Each
Community Solar Garden Site will be charged an independent Engineering Scoping Study fee that is
non-refundable once the study begins. The Company by providing such notice will not be waiving its
position that the Community Solar Garden Site size exceeds the Co-Location Limits.
c. If applicant receives a Company Co-Location Determination Notice but does not timely submit a
dispute to the Department as provided for in par. 4 above, and does not scale down its applications per
par. 3 above, the applications will not be considered to be Expedited Ready and the application(s) will
not be further considered as part of the Solar*Rewards Community program until it meets the
requirements for being Expedited Ready.

R

d. If applicant receives a notice of the Company’s Co-Location Determination Notice and timely submits
a dispute to the Department as provided for in par. 4 above, the application can be considered to be
Expedited Ready provided that the other requirements for being Expedited Ready are met.

D

e. Each application which is Expedited Ready on or before 10 business days following the Initial Revised
Tariff Effective Date will be studied based on its pre-existing Study Queue position.

(Continued on Sheet No. 9-68.4)
Date Filed:
Docket No.

12-18-15

By: Christopher B. Clark
Effective Date:
President, Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation
E002/M-13-867
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5. Interconnection Agreement Time Line Review (Continued)
f. If an application becomes Expedited Ready after 10 business days following the Initial Revised Tariff Effective
Date, its Study Queue position will be behind all others Expedited Ready prior to it. If there are non-garden
applications in the Study Queue, they will maintain their queue position and be processed along the timelines
associated with the Section 10 tariff. The non-garden applications at or under 5 MW (AC) in capacity will not
impact, and not be subject to, the Interconnection Agreement Time Line for the Community Solar Garden
applications. A non-garden application above 5 MW (AC) capacity will be studied according to the timelines and
terms in the Section 10 tariff (including the 10 MW (AC) size limitation), and any Community Solar Garden
application behind it in queue will be studied, and the Interconnection Agreement Time Line will start, only after
the 5+MW (AC) non-garden application has completed its Section 10 engineering studies. Any interconnection
application which was associated with a Community Solar Garden application at the time of its filing may drop out
of the Community Solar Garden program and continue as a non-garden distributed generation interconnection
application and maintain its place in the Study Queue. Every non-garden interconnection application is subject to
the Section 10 terms and timelines, and is not subject to the “Material Upgrade” limitations below.

th

AF

g. Except as provided in par. 5.h.ii. below, if the applicant makes a substantial modification to its
application at any point after receiving notice of Initial Application Completeness, the process of
engineering review will begin again with a new Interconnection Agreement Time Line. Study Queue
position will slip behind all others who are already Expedited Ready and a new Study Queue position will
be determined when it is again Expedited Ready. Examples of “substantial modifications” include taking
a design initially based on primary service and changing that to secondary service and vice-versa.
Examples where there is no “substantial modifications” include changing panels or changes that result in
no more than a plus or minus 10% difference in AC output from the originally approved design.

h. Beginning on the 10 business day following the Initial Revised Tariff Effective Date, once a Community Solar
Garden is Expedited Ready it will undergo Engineering Scoping Studies which will include among other matters
the following:
N

R

i. The Company will determine whether a “Material Upgrade” to the Company network is needed to
accommodate a Community Solar Garden. A Material Upgrade will not be performed. The material
upgrade limitations in this section shall only apply to co-located community solar gardens for which an
application was filed on or before September 6, 2016 (i.e., applicant has entered enough information into
the CSG Application System for a Solar*Rewards Community number to be assigned).

D

aa. Material Upgrades that will not be performed are limited to the following:
New substation transformer
1
Upgrade substation transformer
Install new feeder bay
2
Install new overhead or underground feeder
Changes that require a substation outage that materially affect service to customers or
create an unreasonable operational risk
1

A substation transformer upgrade is defined by the replacement of entire unit. Auxiliary
relaying, instrumentation, and other minor upgrades do not fall in this category.
2
This provision only applies to a switchgear substation. A switchgear substation is one that
contains pre-manufactured feeder breaker assemblies.

N
N
N
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5. Interconnection Agreement Time Line Review (Continued)
h. Beginning with the Initial Revised Tariff Filing Date, once a Community Solar Garden is Expedited
Ready it will undergo Engineering Scoping Studies which will include among other matters the following:
(Continued)

T

T

bb. In addition, a Material Upgrade includes the following upgrades or additions resulting from
the engineering indicative cost estimate which, in the aggregate (and not including computation
of any applicable contribution in aid of construction (CIAC)) exceed $1 million for a Community
Solar Garden Site:
Three-phase line extension on existing feeders
Reconductor/build Line

AF

For a material upgrade exceeding the $1 million limitation applicable to (1) three-phase line
extension on existing feeders and (2) reconductor/build line, the Company will provide the
applicant with an itemized list of the cost inputs, including unit costs and any underlying data
and documentation related to those unit costs, that comprise the Company’s determination.

ii. If a Material Upgrade is needed, the Company will inform the applicant that the Community
Solar Garden Site size cannot be accommodated. If the Company believes that it could accommodate a
lower capacity at that location compliant with the Material Upgrade threshold, it will so inform the
applicant. In such a situation, the applicant would be allowed to resize the applications, and the
Community Solar Garden Site would proceed at the lower capacity without a change to its Study Queue
position. If the Company makes an offer to the applicant to resize application(s) under these
circumstances, the applicant will have 30 business days to do so. If the the applicant timely resizes
application(s), the Company will proceed with completing the Engineering Scoping Study, and the
timeline for completion of the Engineering Scoping Study will be extended by 30 business days.
iii. If no Material Upgrade is needed, the Company will develop and provide to the applicant an
engineering indicative cost estimate as to the construction needed by the Company to accommodate the
Community Solar Garden Site, along with providing to the applicant the total number of MWs ahead of it in the
Study Queue at the time of providing the indicative cost estimate. No detailed estimates per Step 5 of the Section
10 tariff will be performed. The engineering indicative cost estimate will be provided to the applicant within the
Interconnection Agreement Time Line. Applications becoming Expedited Ready at a later date will have the
Interconnection Agreement Time Line begin when Expedited Ready. The Interconnection Agreement Time Line
is subject to the provisions in par. 6 below.

D

R

N

i. Beginning with the Initial Revised Tariff Effective Date, once a Community Solar Garden is Expedited Ready,
the Company will have the time in the Interconnection Agreement Time Line as defined above to provide an
Interconnection Agreement for signature subject to the provisions in par.6 below. The Interconnection Agreement
will then need to be signed by applicant and countersigned by the Company.

T
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5. Interconnection Agreement Time Line Review (Continued)

T

j. Notwithstanding the above, based on the applicant’s Study Queue position after being Expedited
Ready and the Company’s general knowledge of the feeder or substation, if in the Company’s judgment
an Engineering Scoping Study would be a needless expense because a Material Upgrade such as a
new or upgraded substation transformer would be needed to accommodate any portion of the proposed
Community Solar Garden Site, then the Company may so inform the applicant and offer to refund to the
applicant the Engineering Scoping Study fee without such a study being performed. However, if an
Engineering Scoping Study is performed and the results show that a Material Upgrade is needed to
accommodate any portion of the Community Solar Garden Site, the applicant is still responsible for the
costs of that study as reflected in the Engineering Scoping Study fee which had been assessed. If an
offer of refund is made to the applicant, and the applicant decides within 30 business days to reject the
refund and have the Company proceed with the Engineering Scoping Study, then: 1.) the Company will
proceed with the Engineering Scoping Study, and, 2.) the timeline for completion of the Engineering
Scoping Study will be extended by 30 business days.

AF

k. Metering, monitoring and control is governed by the Section 10 tariff. However, the Company will
develop a process to aid commissioning of community solar gardens prior to installation of a
telecommunications upgrade between the Company’s substation and its operational network if to do so
would not affect the safety or reliability of the Company’s system.
6. Conditions Precedent and Conditions to Signing Interconnection Agreement

a. The Company will not provide an Interconnection Agreement for signature for a Community Solar
Garden studied per par. 5 above to the applicant or to anyone behind the applicant in Study Queue,
where the applicant has submitted to the Department a timely dispute on the Co-Location Limits, and:

R

i. The Department has not yet made a determination on the issue;

D

ii. The Department has determined the issue adverse to the Company, and either:
time to file a timely appeal to the Commission remains, or
the Company has filed a timely appeal to the Commission which is still pending, or
the Commission has issued an order adverse to the Company and the time to file
a petition for rehearing or reconsideration has not expired, or
such a petition for rehearing or reconsideration has been filed and is pending.
b. Where the applicant has submitted to the Department a timely dispute on the Co-Location Limits and
either:
i. the Department rules in favor of the applicant and the time for filing an appeal to the
Commission has expired without the Company bringing such an appeal to the Commission, or
ii. the Commission issues an order on such an appeal adverse to the Company and the time for
a petition for rehearing has expired without such a petition having been filed, or the Commission
issues an order denying such a petition filed by the Company
then the Company will have the later of the Interconnection Agreement Time Line as provided for in par.
5.i or the later of 5 business days from such determination or order in par. 6.b.i or ii to provide the
Interconnection Agreement(s) for signature with the applicant and for those behind the applicant in Study
Queue provided that the other requirements have been met. After signature by the applicant(s), the
Interconnection Agreement(s) will need to be countersigned by the Company.

N
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6. Conditions Precedent and Conditions to Signing Interconnection Agreement (Continued)

N

N

c. Following engineering review in par. 5 above, or par. 7 below, and subject to the provisions in pars.
6.a, 6.b, 8 and 9, the Company will, contingent on the following, provide an Interconnection Agreement
for signature by the applicant to then be countersigned by the Company:

AF

T

i. Applicant has made appropriate payments to the Company for construction or provided
appropriate letter of credit for unpaid balance, consistent with the tariffed Interconnection Agreement.
For the applicant which is first in the Study Queue, payments and providing appropriate letter of credit for
unpaid balance must be completed within 30 days of the Company notice to applicant of this payment
which is due or the application will be removed from the Study Queue and the applicant will be required
to start a new Community Solar Garden application if it later determines it wants to proceed. For any
applicant which is second or further in the Study Queue, subject to the provisions of par. 6.c.iv. below,
payments and providing appropriate letter of credit for unpaid balance must be completed within 30 days
of the later of:
1.) Company notice to applicant of the payment amount which is due; or,
2.) Company notice to applicant that all applicants above it in the Study Queue have either
signed an Interconnection Agreement or have let the 30 day period lapse without signing an
Interconnection Agreement,
or the application will be removed from the Study Queue and the applicant will be required to start a new
Community Solar Garden application if it later determines it wants to proceed.
ii. Applicant has fulfilled insurance requirements under the tariffed Interconnection Agreement.
iii. The engineering indicative cost estimate is based on the assumption that all projects ahead
of the application in the Study Queue and already studied and passing engineering review will have a
signed Interconnection Agreement and will proceed with all distributed generation capacity which the
Company studied for those other projects. Note: If any Community Solar Garden application ahead of it
in the Study Queue and so approved decides not to proceed with an Interconnection Agreement, the
actual costs of engineering interconnection construction for the applicant’s Community Solar Garden
could be markedly different from the engineering indicative cost estimate. To help the applicant to
assess the risk of this, the Company will provide to the applicant the total number of MWs ahead of it in
the Study Queue at the time of providing the indicative cost estimate.

R

N

D

iv. Where another Engineering Scoping Study needs to be performed for any applicant later in
the Study Queue on account of an applicant ahead of it deciding not to proceed with an Interconnection
Agreement, the Company will not charge an additional Engineering Scoping Study fee for those in the
Study Queue behind the applicant which decided not to proceed with a signed Interconnection
Agreement. Any such additional Engineering Scoping Study will take time to develop and will be
completed within 30 business days after the deadline for the applicant next ahead of it in the Study
Queue to sign an Interconnection Agreement without one being signed. Once applicant receives the
results of this additional Engineering Scoping Study, payments and providing appropriate letter of credit
for unpaid balance must be completed within 30 days after Company notice to applicant of the payment
amount which is due, or the application will be removed from the Study Queue and the applicant will be
required to start a new Community Solar Garden application if it later determines it wants to proceed.

N
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N
N

d. The Company will countersign a valid applicant-signed Interconnection Agreement within 15 business
days of receiving a signed Interconnection Agreement from the applicant and applicant has provided all
prerequisites, including the following: 1.) paid at least 1/3 of the Indicative Cost Estimate; 2.) provided a
Letter of Credit in a form acceptable to the Company for the remaining portion of the Indicative Cost
Estimate; and 3.) provided appropriate insurance documentation.

T

e. The Company will sign the tariffed Standard Contract for Solar*Rewards Community for an applicant
who so qualifies at about the time that the production meter is being installed, provided that the applicant
has paid at least 2/3 of the Indicative Cost Estimate, has provided appropriate proof of insurance, and
complies with the Co-Location Limits.
7. Procedures Following Co-Location Ruling Adverse to Applicant on Co-Location Limits Issue

AF

a. A “Department Co-Location Ruling Adverse to Applicant” is where applicant has timely submitted via
email a dispute to the Department per par. 4 above on the Company’s Co-Location Determination
Notice, and the Department makes a determination adverse to the applicant (regardless of whether
applicant has filed an appeal to the Commission).

b. A “Co-Location Final Ruling Adverse to Applicant” is where applicant has timely submitted via email a
dispute to the Department per par. 4 above on the Company’s Co-Location Determination Notice, and
the Department makes a ruling in favor of the applicant, but the Company has appealed this decision to
the Commission and the Commission rules on any such appeal inconsistent with allowing the
applications for a Community Solar Garden Site to be processed under the program as advocated by the
applicant and either the time to file a petition for rehearing or reconsideration of the Commission order
has expired without such a petition being filed or such a petition has been denied.
N

D

R

c. Where there has been either a Department Co-Location Ruling Adverse to Applicant or a Co-Location
Final Ruling Adverse to Applicant, the Interconnection Agreement Time Line applicable to the applicant
and to those behind the applicant in the Study Queue will be restarted. The Community Solar Garden
Sites subject to either such ruling will need to be scaled down by the applicant and otherwise become
Expedited Ready. To be considered Expedited Ready at this step, the applicant needs to comply with
the requirements in par. 3 above, plus it needs completion of the requirements of par. 2 to appropriately
scale down the project. If the applicant for the Community Solar Garden Site at issue has already paid
the Engineering Scoping Study fee, it will need to pay an additional Engineering Scoping Study fee as a
new study will be required not only for it but also for those behind it in the Study Queue. The new
Engineering Scoping Study fee assessed to the applicant will be based on the Company’s actual costs
for conducting not only the new Engineering Scoping Study for it, but also for the new Engineering
Scoping Studies for those behind it in the Study Queue.

N
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7. Procedures Following Co-Location Ruling Adverse to Applicant on Co-Location Limits Issue (Continued)

e. The Interconnection Agreement Time Line will restart as follows:

T

d. The applicant will have 5 business days from the earlier of the:
i. date of the Department Co-Location Ruling Adverse to Applicant, or
ii. the date the petition for rehearing or reconsideration of the Co-Location Final Ruling Adverse
to Applicant Commission has expired without such a petition being filed or such a petition has
been denied
to scale down its project and to otherwise become Expedited Ready to maintain its position in the Study
Queue. If the applicant is not Expedited Ready within this time frame, it will be liable to pay the
Company’s costs to restudy those which had been behind it in Study Queue. If it is Expedited Ready for
its scaled down project later than 5 business days from the earlier of the above dates it will rejoin the
Study Queue in a position after all others who were Expedited Ready before it. It can not become
Expedited Ready until it pays for the costs to restudy those which had been behind it in the Study
Queue.

AF

i. If the applicant is Expedited Ready within this 5 business day time frame, the Interconnection
Agreement Time Line will restart for it and for those behind it in the Study Queue 5 business days after it
being Expedited Ready.
ii. If the applicant is not Expedited Ready within this 5 business day time frame, the
Interconnection Agreement Time Line will restart for those behind it in the Study Queue after the
expiration of this 5 business day time frame. The Interconnection Agreement Time Line for the
application will restart once it is Expedited Ready.

D

R

iii. The Company will use best efforts to shorten the time frame for providing Interconnection
Agreement(s) for signature by the applicant followed by countersignature by the Company in this
circumstance.

N

N
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N
N

AF

T

a. For Community Solar Garden Site applications where more than 1 MW(AC) are Co-Located and as of
June 1, 2015 had received Company notice of Initial Application Completeness, applicant must have
demonstrated to the Company three of the following by September 1, 2015: (a) site control (e.g., official
documentation of deed, purchase agreement, lease or option to lease or buy; official documents or
detailed proof of recordation will be accepted), (b) sufficient project financing (e.g., official documentation
of letter of intent from financer to finance costs to bring Community Solar Garden to operation), (c)
possession of required local permits (e.g., official land use or building permits from the applicable
permitting authority), (d) providing a certification from an officer of the applicant affying that the project
complies with the requirements set forth in Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Form 556 (e.g.,
signed copy of FERC Form 556), (e) subscriptions for at least fifty (50) percent of project output (e.g.,
valid subscriptions, including a signed agency agreement, loaded in the Solar*Rewards Community
application system for at least 50 percent of the Community Solar Garden’s output), and (f) equipment
and panel procurement contracts (e.g., purchase order, procurement contract or receipt for equipment
needed to operate solar system of the applicant’s Community Solar Garden size), and (g) insurance
(e.g., proof of liability insurance).
b. For Community Solar Garden Site applications where more than 1 MW(AC) are Co-Located, but
which as of June 1, 2015, had not received Company notice of Initial Application Completeness, the
Community Solar Garden Site applicant must have demonstrated to the Company three of the factors in
the above sub-paragraph and this demonstration must have occurred within 90 days of receiving
Company notice of Initial Application Completeness.

D

R

c. If the Company determines that the documentation provided under pars. 8.a. or 8.b. above to be
inadequate, the Company will inform the applicant via email. The applicant will then have up to 10
business days from the later of the notification or the deadline to provide adequate documentation. If the
documentation remains insufficient, the Company will cancel all Co-Located applications in excess of 1
MW (AC) that lack appropriate documentation.

N

N
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9. Requests for Independent Engineer to Resolve Material Disputes Affecting Interconnection Application (Continued)

R

AF

T

a. Any applicant may submit interconnection disputes materially affecting the application to an independent engineer
selected or approved by the Department to ensure neutrality. The independent engineer shall be available on a standing
basis to resolve disputes on the study process, including material disputes related to the Company’s determination of
application completeness, timeliness of application and study processing, and the cost and necessity of required study
costs and distribution system upgrades. The applicant requesting such an independent engineer review shall share 50%
of the costs of the independent engineer. The safety and reliability of the Company’s system should be given paramount
consideration in any analysis. The review of the independent engineer must consider industry standards for
interconnection, including the current version of the National Electric Safety Code, National Electric Code as adopted in
Minnesota, FERC rules, NERC rules, Minnesota rules and Minnesota Interconnection Standards and must consider, on a
case-by-case basis, the Company’s standards for building, safety, power quality, reliability and long-term stable operations
for building facilities even where such standards are more restrictive than the minimum requirements set forth in the codes,
standards and rules. Continuity and consistency of using Company standards is paramount for employee safety. The
standards employed by the Company (and as used by the independent engineer) should not vary, where applicable, from
the standards which the Company uses when constructing, maintaining, or repairing its distribution network for purposes of
providing service to its own retail customers. However, if the independent engineer determines that a particular piece of
equipment or engineering alternative proposed by Xcel is more restrictive than industry standards but does not discourage
cogeneration or small power production, the Company may implement that alternative, if the Company pays the
incremental cost in excess of the amount necessary to implement the industry standard. The additional incremental costs
paid by Xcel cannot be included in the $1 million material upgrade limit. Xcel would continue to have the burden of proof to
show that it is reasonable for its ratepayers to pay for the costs of the more restrictive standards. This engineering review
specifically excludes appeals relating to Co-Location Determination addressed in par. 4 above, and excludes disputes not
related to the interconnection application such as disputes after interconnection has been achieved.
N
L

D

b. The applicant shall initiate such a request by submitting via email any such dispute to the Department. The Company
must be copied on this email for this request to be effective. The submission of a such a dispute to the independent
engineer may take place before the applicant is Expedited Ready, after being Expedited Ready but before a signed
Interconnection Agreement, or after the Interconnection Agreement is signed but only related to issues occurring prior to
initial energization of the Generation System.
c. Such a dispute which is submitted before the applicant is Expedited Ready or after the Interconnection Agreement is
signed shall not affect Study Queue position.
d. A dispute which is submitted after an Interconnection Agreement is signed is limited to disputes on the actual costs
incurred by the Company to interconnect the Community Solar Garden. A condition precedent to filing such a dispute is
that the applicant must have first paid the amount in controversy. Such a dispute must be brought within 60 days of the
date the bill is mailed or electronically sent by the Company under Section 10, Sheet 117, par. V.2.b.iii.

L

Docket No. E002/M-13-867
Stakeholder Meeting Minutes
Attachment A: 55 of 101

Document C

SOLAR*REWARDS COMMUNITY PROGRAM
(Continued)

Section No.
1st Revised Sheet No.

9
68.12

ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS – FOR APPLICATIONS NOT SUBJECT TO THE MN DIP
(Continued)

N

9. Requests for Independent Engineer to Resolve Material Disputes Affecting Interconnection Application (Continued)
L

T

e. A dispute which is submitted after an application is Expedited Ready but before the Interconnection
Agreement is signed may impact processing in the Study Queue for the applicant and for those behind
the applicant in queue. If the issues presented to the independent engineer are in the Company’s
judgment so significant that they may impact the results of the engineering indicative cost study or
impact as a practical matter how the Company studies the application or those in queue behind the
applicant, then the Company may send notice to the applicant and to those behind the applicant in
queue that it will not sign an Interconnection Agreement until the dispute raised to the independent
engineer is resolved. Similarly, if the consequence of the independent engineer’s determination (or any
determination as affirmed or reversed by the Commission if any such appeal is taken) is that the scope
of assumptions in the Engineering Scoping Cost study must be redone, then such studies will be redone
and the Interconnection Agreement Time Line will be reset accordingly for all applications impacted by
this determination.

AF

f. Once a dispute is submitted and an independent engineer selected (i.e., the contract between the
applicant, Company and independent engineer has been signed), the Company shall file a notice in
Docket No. E-002/M-13-867 that includes (1) the filing and date, (2) the developer, (3) the engineer
assigned, and (4) a brief summary of the disputed issues.

R

g. Once a dispute is submitted, the independent engineer will determine what additional information is
needed from the applicant and/or the Company and when that information is needed. Both the applicant
and the Company shall be included on all emails and communications to and from the independent
engineer. The independent engineer should address only those issues necessary to resolve the dispute
between the parties. The independent engineer may request additional information from parties
necessary to resolve the dispute before the independent engineer. The independent engineer will make
a determination of the issues in a written report which provides a description of the pertinent facts, the
conclusions and basis for the conclusions.

D

h. There is an expectation that the independent engineer will issue its written determination on such a
dispute within 30 calendar days of the dispute being submitted to it. As part of this program, the
Company shall work with the Department and developers to develop a standardized format for
independent engineer reports, including the independent engineer’s credentials and licensure, and once
that is developed the most current version of the standardized format should be used as the format for
independent engineer reports. The independent engineer will provide a copy of the independent
engineer report with its written determination via email to both the applicant and the Company. Once an
independent engineer report is issued, the Company shall file it with the Commission within ten business
days.

N
N
N
N
T

N
N
N
N
T
N
N
N
N
NT
T
N
N

N
N
N
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T
N
N

Docket No. E002/M-13-867
Stakeholder Meeting Minutes
Attachment A: 56 of 101

Document C

SOLAR*REWARDS COMMUNITY PROGRAM
(Continued)

Section No.
1st Revised Sheet No.

9
68.13

ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS – FOR APPLICATIONS NOT SUBJECT TO THE MN DIP
(Continued)

N

9. Requests for Independent Engineer to Resolve Material Disputes Affecting Interconnection Application (Continued)
T
C
N
N
N
N

T

i. The applicant or the Company may appeal to the Commission the determination of the independent
engineer by making a filing in Docket No. 13-867 (or such other docket as designated by the
Commission) within 10 business days of the delivery of the independent engineer’s written
determination. A report delivered after 4:30 pm (central standard or central daylight savings time, as
applicable) shall be considered to be delivered on the next business day. If an appeal is filed, notice
shall be given to those on the E-002/M-13-867 service list, and the Commission will open a new docket.
When a party appeals an independent engineer’s report, each party must identify the documents
submitted to the independent engineer in the record necessary for the Commission’s record. Such an
appeal should include all information relied upon by that party. Responses to any such appeal are due
10 business days from the date of the filing of the appeal. No reply to the response will be allowed.
10. Capacity Screen

AF

a. Any Community Solar Garden applicant may enter into a reasonable and customary non-disclosure
agreement with the Company to receive distribution infrastructure and load analysis on a per feeder
basis, and study results for previously studied projects. A response to such an information request must
be fulfilled within 15 business days of the request. Information requests may include feeder specific
voltage, concurrent minimum and peak loading analysis, existing distributed generation under operation,
amount of distributed generation in the interconnection queue or Study Queue, terminated maximum
distance substation, and any other pertinent information for the purposes of interconnection.
b. The response to the distribution infrastructure and load analysis on a per feeder basis will consist of
the following:

D

R

i) Substation name
ii) Distance from Substation
iii) Substation transformer nameplate capacity
iv) Substation transformer minimum daytime load
v) Substation transformer maximum load
vi) Feeder name
vii) Feeder Voltage
viii) Feeder minimum daytime load
ix) Feeder maximum load
x) Presence of a voltage regulator
xi) Presence of a reclosure
xii) Distributed resources in operation per feeder and substation
xiii) Distributed energy resources in the interconnection queue or Study Queue per feeder and
substation
xiv) Conductor size and material

N
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10. Capacity Screen (Continued)

N

N

i) Distributed Energy Resource Type
ii) Approximate POI distance from substation
iii) Facility AC Nameplate Requested
iv) Facility AC Nameplate Approved
v) Non-unity DER Power Factor Required? (Y/N)
vi) Line Reconductor or Rebuild Required? (Y/N)
vii) Protection Upgrades Required? (Y/N)
viii)Voltage Regulation Upgrades Required? (Y/N)
ix) Date study results delivered

T

c. The study results for previously studied projects will consist of the following when available:

11. Engineering Communication

AF

d. The applicant at the time of the request for this information must also pay a fee of $250.00 per
request, and each request is on a per feeder basis based on the specific location of a proposed
Community Solar Garden Site. There is no requirement that there be an actual application submitted in
the CSG Application System for the specific location of the proposed Community Solar Garden Site
which is the subject of the request. The above 15 business day response time begins upon providing
such a request along with the required payment.

Upon request of either party, the Company and any applicant for a Community Solar Garden shall each identify
one point of contact with technical expertise for their organizations. Upon the request of either party, bi-weekly
status calls shall be established.
N

R

12. Escrow

D

The Company will allow for the use of an escrow agreement for deposits made and will facilitate the transfer of
deposits currently held by the Company into escrow upon the applicant’s request and at the applicant’s cost.
Wherever this tariff or the Standard Contract for Solar*Rewards Community requires a deposit, those provisions
shall be read to allow an escrow agreement as described below to qualify as a deposit. In such a situation, the
Company will not pay any interest on the funds held in escrow, but instead the applicant’s interest on those funds
held in escrow will depend on the terms of the escrow agreement with the bank. All bank fees relating to the
escrow shall be paid by the applicant.
a. The Company will allow an applicant to deposit the deposit for an application into an escrow account
arrangement that the Company has arranged with a bank. If the applicant has already paid the deposit
to the Company, then the Company will withdraw the applicable funds (together with any interest
accrued to that time) from the amounts held by it on deposit and pay those funds into the escrow after
execution of the escrow documentation.

N
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N

12. Escrow (Continued)
N
b. The Company will consent to applicant granting a security interest in funds on deposit in the escrow
account.
c. Different Community Solar Gardens from the same applicant may participate in the same escrow
account provided that each separate Community Solar Garden is in a separate subaccount.

AF

T

d. If applicant (or any party acting on behalf of applicant, including any party to whom applicant has
granted a security interest in the escrow funds) causes funds to be disbursed from the escrow account
and as a result the funds on deposit in the escrow account are less than the amount required to be on
deposit for the application, then applicant shall be deemed to have irrevocably requested the Company
to withdraw such application(s) from the Solar*Rewards Community Program for each Community Solar
Garden Site associated with that escrow account, and the Company shall terminate and cancel such
application(s) unless the applicant cures this insufficient funds violation within 10 business days of it
occurring. In such an uncured situation, any signed Interconnection Agreement will still be in place until
terminated under the provisions of section VII of the Interconnection Agreement; however, the
Generation System which is the subject of the Interconnection Agreement can not be used as part of the
Solar*Rewards Community program.

D

R

e. If the escrow agent shall disburse funds from the escrow account for the purpose of paying fees or
other amounts due to escrow agent or any related party pursuant to the escrow documentation, and as a
result the funds on deposit in the escrow account are less than an amount equal to ninety percent (90%)
of the amount required to be on deposit for the application, then applicant shall be deemed to have
irrevocably requested the Company to withdraw the application(s) from the Solar*Rewards Community
Program for each Community Solar Garden Site associated with that escrow account, and the Company
shall terminate and cancel such application(s) from the Solar*Rewards Community Program, unless the
applicant cures this insufficient funds violation within 10 business days of it occurring. In such an
uncured situation, any signed Interconnection Agreement will still be in place until terminated under the
provisions of section VII of the Interconnection Agreement; however, the Generation System which is the
subject of the Interconnection Agreement can not be used as part of the Solar*Rewards Community
program.

N

N
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N

13. Divesting.
An applicant is not allowed to transfer the Study Queue Position of a Community Solar Garden application to a
different entity for projects that exceed the applicable Co-Location Limits.
14. Cancellation for Non-payment of Application Fee or Deposit.
The following application fees and deposits (each referenced in tariff Section 9, Sheet 66.1) must be paid within 30
calendar days of an SRC application number being assigned for the application to continue as an active project:

T

1. Application Fee of $1,200.
2. Deposit in the amount of $100/kW.

AF

If there is any untimely, incomplete, or non-payment of these amounts then the entire application will be cancelled
automatically without further notice. The provisions in this paragraph 14 will become effective immediately upon the Initial
Revised Tariff Effective Date. However, those applications with an SRC application number assigned prior to the Initial
Revised Tariff Effective Date will have 30 calendar days after the Initial Revised Tariff Effective Date to make the payments
referenced in this paragraph 14.
15. Cancellation for failure to Timely Become Expedited Ready

N

An applicant must fulfill all of the requirements to become Expedited Ready by the later of the following:

60 days from Initial Application Completeness (Section 9, Sheet 67, step (i), being “Deemed Complete”).
60 days from July 21, 2016.
When applicant has appealed to the Department a Company Co-Location Notice, 60 days from the later of the
Department ruling on the issue, or if a party appeals the Department ruling, 60 days from the Commission order
addressing that Co-Location Notice.

R

1.
2.
3.

D

Any applicant failing to become Expedited Ready within this timeframe will be provided written notice, then canceled
automatically without further notice unless cured within 10 business days of notice.

N

N
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N

1. Definitions. As used in this section, the following definitions apply:
a. Community Solar Gardens shall be considered “Co-Located” if they exhibit characteristics of a single
development, such as:
i.
common ownership structure,
ii.
an umbrella sale arrangement,
iii.
shared interconnection,
iv.
revenue-sharing arrangements, and
v.
common debt or equity financing.
Community Solar Gardens will not be considered Co-located solely because the same person or entity
provided tax equity financing for the garden or garden project.

T

b. “Co-Location Determination Notice” means a notice sent by the Company to applicant that the
Company has determined that the application(s) for a Community Solar Garden Site exceed the CoLocation Limits.

AF

c. “Co-Location Limits” means the following:
i.
For any Community Solar Garden application submitted (i.e., applicant has entered
enough information into the CSG Application System for an Solar*Rewards Community # to
be assigned) on or prior to September 25, 2015, no more than 5 MW (AC) will be allowed at a
Community Solar Garden Site in the aggregate.
ii.
For any application submitted after September 25, 2015, no more than 1 MW (AC) will
be allowed at a Community Solar Garden Site in the aggregate.

D

d. “Community Solar Garden Site” means one Community Solar Garden or where two or more
Community Solar Gardens are Co-Located.
e. [Intentionally Omitted].

N

g. [Intentionally Omitted].

D

h. [Intentionally Omitted].

R

f. “Initial Application Completeness” means shall mean Deemed Complete as defined on Sheet 64
above.

i. “Mechanical Completion” is defined on Sheet 64 above.
j. [Intentionally Omitted].

k. [Intentionally Omitted].

N
N
T

T
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2. Scale Down. Any applicant with application(s) for a Community Solar Garden Site which in the aggregate
exceed the Co-Location Limits, or who otherwise desires to scale down a Community Solar Garden Site to a
lower capacity, must fulfill all of the following requirements:

N
N
N

a. Applicant must identify which Community Solar Garden applications comprise the new lower capacity
compliant with the Co-Location Limits. In other words, the applicant must specify which applications it
will pursue under the Co-Location Limits.

The process of scaling down needs to comply with the MN DIP.

AF

3. [Intentionally Omitted].

T

b. Applicant must submit a new site plan and one-line diagram showing each point of common coupling
for the Community Solar Garden(s) comprising the scaled down Community Solar Garden Site, meter
locations, and the point of interconnection (i.e., point from where the Company’s existing system would
be extended). These documents must be approved by the Company.

D

R

N

N
N
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N

4. Appeals relating to Co-Location Determination
a. [Intentionally Omitted].

T

b. If the Company provides any Co-Location Determination Notice(s), the applicant has the later of 10
business days from each such subsequent notice to submit via email such a dispute to the Department
for the Co-Location which is the subject of such notice. The Company will check for compliance with CoLocation size at two times: 1.) on or about the time of the determination of the Initial Application
Completeness; and 2.) on or before the Date of Commercial Operation. A Company signed Standard
Contract for Solar*Rewards Community prevents the Company from subsequently challenging
compliance with the Co-Location Limits for the Community Solar Garden Site at issue. The applicant
shall provide as part of this email all information and documents it relies upon for its position. The
Company must be copied on this email for this request to be effective.

AF

c. By 5 business days of each of the above applicant dispute(s) submitted to the Department, the
Company shall respond to the Department with an email containing all information and documents the
Company relies upon for its position. A dispute delivered via email after 4:30 pm (central standard or
central daylight savings time, as applicable) shall be considered to be delivered on the next business
day. The applicant must be copied on this email for this response to be effective.
d. There is an expectation that the Department will issue its determination on each such Co-Location
dispute within 30 calendar days of the dispute being submitted to it.

5. [Intentionally Omitted].

D

6. [Intentionally Omitted].

R

e. The applicant or the Company may appeal to the Commission the Department determination by
making a filing in Docket No. 13-867 (or such other docket designated by the Commission) within 5
business days of the Department determination. A Department determination delivered after 4:30 pm
(central standard or central daylight savings time, as applicable) shall be considered to be delivered on
the next business day. Such an appeal should include all information relied upon by that party.
Responses to any such appeal are due 10 business days from the date of the filing of the appeal. No
reply to the response will be allowed.

7. [Intentionally Omitted].
8. [Intentionally Omitted].
9. [Intentionally Omitted].

10. [Intentionally Omitted].
11. [Intentionally Omitted].

N

N
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N

12. Escrow. The Company will allow for the use of an escrow agreement for deposits made and will facilitate the
transfer of deposits currently held by the Company into escrow upon the applicant’s request and at the applicant’s
cost. Wherever this tariff or the Standard Contract for Solar*Rewards Community requires a deposit, those
provisions shall be read to allow an escrow agreement as described below to qualify as a deposit. In such a
situation, the Company will not pay any interest on the funds held in escrow, but instead the applicant’s interest
on those funds held in escrow will depend on the terms of the escrow agreement with the bank. All bank fees
relating to the escrow shall be paid by the applicant.

T

a. The Company will allow an applicant to deposit the deposit for an application into an escrow account
arrangement that the Company has arranged with a bank. If the applicant has already paid the deposit
to the Company, then the Company will withdraw the applicable funds (together with any interest
accrued to that time) from the amounts held by it on deposit and pay those funds into the escrow after
execution of the escrow documentation.

N

b. The Company will consent to applicant granting a security interest in funds on deposit in the escrow
account.

AF

c. Different Community Solar Gardens from the same applicant may participate in the same escrow
account provided that each separate Community Solar Garden is in a separate subaccount.

d. If applicant (or any party acting on behalf of applicant, including any party to whom applicant has
granted a security interest in the escrow funds) causes funds to be disbursed from the escrow account
and as a result the funds on deposit in the escrow account are less than the amount required to be on
deposit for the application, then applicant shall be deemed to have irrevocably requested the Company
to withdraw such application(s) from the Solar*Rewards Community Program for each Community Solar
Garden Site associated with that escrow account, and the Company shall terminate and cancel such
application(s) unless the applicant cures this insufficient funds violation within 10 business days of it
occurring. In such an uncured situation, any signed Interconnection Agreement will still be in place until
terminated under the provisions of section VII of the Interconnection Agreement; however, the
Generation System which is the subject of the Interconnection Agreement can not be used as part of the
Solar*Rewards Community program.

R

N

D

e. If the escrow agent shall disburse funds from the escrow account for the purpose of paying fees or
other amounts due to escrow agent or any related party pursuant to the escrow documentation, and as a
result the funds on deposit in the escrow account are less than an amount equal to ninety percent (90%)
of the amount required to be on deposit for the application, then applicant shall be deemed to have
irrevocably requested the Company to withdraw the application(s) from the Solar*Rewards Community
Program for each Community Solar Garden Site associated with that escrow account, and the Company
shall terminate and cancel such application(s) from the Solar*Rewards Community Program, unless the
applicant cures this insufficient funds violation within 10 business days of it occurring. In such an
uncured situation, any signed Interconnection Agreement will still be in place until terminated under the
provisions of section VII of the Interconnection Agreement; however, the Generation System which is the
subject of the Interconnection Agreement can not be used as part of the Solar*Rewards Community
program.

N
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N

13. [Intentionally Omitted].
14. Cancellation for Non-payment or Failure to Timely Submit Interconnection Application.
The following steps must be taken within 30 calendar days of an SRC application number being assigned for the
application to continue as an active project:
1. Program application Fee of $xxxx,
2. Deposit in the amount of $100/kW.
3. Submission of the Interconnection Application under MN DIP Section 1.5, including payment of the
interconnection processing fee or deposit specified in the Interconnection Application.

T

If there is any untimely action on any of these steps, then the entire application will be cancelled automatically without
further notice.

D

R

AF

15. [Intentionally Omitted].

N

N

N
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STANDARD CONTRACT FOR
SOLAR*REWARDS COMMUNITY
THIS CONTRACT is entered into
______ , 20
, by Northern States Power
Company, a Minnesota corporation and wholly owned subsidiary of Xcel Energy Inc., (hereafter called "Company”)
and
___________________ (hereafter called
“Community Solar Garden Operator”). Together, the Company and Community Solar Garden Operator are the
Parties.
RECITALS

AF

T

The Community Solar Garden Operator is the operator of a Community Solar Garden with an established or planned
solar photovoltaic electric generating facility with a nameplate capacity of _____ kilowatts of alternating current (AC),
on property located at
__________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________(“Community Solar Garden”).
The Community Solar Garden is a facility that generates electricity by means of a ground mounted or roof mounted
solar photovoltaic device(s) whereby a Subscriber to the Community Solar Garden receives a Bill Credit for the
electricity generated in proportion to the size of the Subscription.
The Community Solar Garden Operator is prepared to generate electricity in parallel with the Company.
DEFINITIONS

“Bill Credit” shall mean the dollar amount paid by the Company to each Subscriber as a credit on the Subscriber’s
retail electric service bill to compensate the Subscriber for its beneficial share of solar photovoltaic electricity
produced by the Community Solar Garden and delivered to the Company from the Community Solar Garden.

D

R

“Bill Credit Rate” shall mean the then current applicable Bill Credit Rate as found in the Company’s rate book applicable to
the Solar*Rewards Community Program. The Bill Credit Type is either the “Standard” Bill Credit, “Enhanced” Bill Credit, or
a Value of Solar (VOS) Bill Credit Rate as found at the applicable sheet in the rate book. The Standard Bill Credit is based
on the applicable retail rate, which shall be the full retail rate, including the energy charge, demand charge, customer
charge and applicable riders, for the customer class applicable to the Subscriber receiving the credit, and shall not reflect
compensation for RECs. The “Enhanced” Bill Credit found at that sheet in the rate book is the sum of the Standard Bill
Credit and the REC price and is the applicable Bill Credit Rate only where the Community Solar Garden Operator has
made an election under Section 14.iii of this Contract to transfer the solar RECs to the Company. The REC prices
embedded within the Enhanced Bill Credit are fixed for the duration of the term of this Contract and are fixed at the REC
price in place at the time the Community Solar Garden has filed a completed application. Accordingly, the Standard and
Enhanced Bill Credit rates will change over the term of this Contract and the Bill Credit Rate will be based on the thencurrent Standard or Enhanced Bill Credit as provided for in this Contract, but the REC value embedded within the
Enhanced Bill Credit will not change during the Contract term. Once a Standard or Enhanced Bill Credit applies, that Bill
Credit Type applies for the term of the Contract.

T
C
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The VOS Bill Credit Rate is applicable to those applications that on or after January 1, 2017, meet the requirements
to be in tariff Section 9, Sheet 67, step (i) (“Deemed Complete as defined on tariff Sheet 64” or “Initial Application
Completeness”), and that do not qualify for the Standard Bill Credit or Enhanced Bill Credit.

D

R

AF

T

The specific VOS Bill Credit Rate to be applied will depend on several factors. Each application Deemed Complete in
a given calendar year will have a VOS Bill Credit Rate table applicable to the vintage of the VOS based on the
calendar year it was Deemed Complete (“VOS Vintage Year”). In the event a VOS Vintage Year Bill Credit Rate
table is not approved for part or all of a given calendar year, the most recently approved VOS Vintage Year Bill Credit
Rate table will apply to applications Deemed Complete in that calendar year until a new VOS Vintage Year Bill Credit
Rate table becomes effective. Each VOS Vintage Year table of Bill Credit Rates will have separate rates for each of
the 25 years of production from the garden. The rate for Year 1 for a given VOS Vintage Year will apply for all Bill
Credits associated with production in the first calendar month associated with the Date of Commercial Operation and
all subsequent calendar months in the same calendar year. The VOS Bill Credit Rate for Year 2 for a given VOS
Vintage Year will apply for all calendar months in the following calendar year. In the same way, the rates for Year 3
through 25 shall apply in sequential order for each of the following calendar years. Where the Date of Commercial
Operation is not January 1, the Year 25 rate shall also apply to the final calendar year up to the end of the Term of
the Contract.

N
N
N
N
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“Community Solar Garden Allocation” shall mean the monthly allocation, stated in Watts direct current (DC) as a
portion of the total nameplate capacity of the Community Solar Garden, applicable to each Subscriber’s Subscription
reflecting each Subscriber’s allocable portion of photovoltaic electricity produced by the Community Solar Garden in a
particular Production Month.
“Community Solar Garden Operator” is identified above and shall mean the organization whose purpose is to operate
or otherwise manage the Community Solar Garden for its Subscribers. A Community Solar Garden Operator may be
an individual or any for-profit or non-profit entity permitted by Minnesota law.
D
D
N

AF

T

“Community Solar Garden Location” is the location of the single point of common coupling for the Community Solar
Garden associated with the PV System. Multiple Community Solar Garden Locations may be situated in close
proximity to one another in order to share in distribution infrastructure. This defined term is applicable to:
1. determine which county the Community Solar Garden is located in for purposes of:
a. applying the requirement that “Each Subscriber to the Community Solar Garden must be a retail
customer of the Company and each must be located in the same county or a county contiguous to the
Community Solar Garden Location”,
b. having the Company publicly disclose the county where the Community Solar Garden is located,
c. generally describing, in addition to the Community Solar Garden Address, the location of the
Community Solar Garden; and,
2. detail the requirement that multiple Community Solar Garden Locations may be situated in close proximity to
one another in order to share in distribution infrastructure.
This definition should not be used to determine whether a Community Solar Garden complies with the Service Territory
Requirement.
“Community Solar Garden Statutory Requirements” are based on the provisions in Minn. Stat. § 216B.1641 and
Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691, and for purposes of this Contract mean the following:

R

a. The Community Solar Garden must have not less than five (5) Subscribers;

b. No single Subscriber may have more than a forty (40) percent interest in the Community Solar Garden;

D

c. The Community Solar Garden must have a nameplate capacity of no more than one (1) megawatt
alternating current (AC);
d. Each Subscription shall be sized to represent at least two hundred (200) watts of the Community Solar
Garden’s generating capacity;
e. Each Subscription shall be sized so that, when combined with other distributed generation resources serving
the premises of each Subscriber, the Subscription size does not exceed one hundred twenty (120) percent of the
average annual consumption of electricity over the prior twelventy four (1224) months by each Subscriber to
which the Subscription is attributed (based on the annual estimated generation of the PV System as determined
by PVWATTS), provided that if historical electric energy consumption data is not available for a particular
subscriber, the Company will calculate the estimated annual electric energy consumption under the process
detailed in the Company’s rate book applicable to the Solar*Rewards Community Program.

N
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f. The Community Solar Garden must comply with the Service Territory Requirement;

LT

g. Each Subscriber to the Community Solar Garden must be a retail customer of the Company and each
must be located in the same county or a county contiguous to the Community Solar Garden Location; and,
h. Customers who are exempt from the Solar Energy Standard (SES) under Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691, subd.
2(f)d, shall not participate in or subscribe to Community Solar Gardens.

T

“CSG Application System” or “Community Solar Gardens Application and Subscriber Management System” is the
interactive, internet website-based interface maintained by or on behalf of the Company through which the
Community Solar Garden Operator may establish qualifications, provide information and complete documents
necessary for acceptance in the Company’s Solar*Rewards Community Program, and may enter or change the
Monthly Subscription Information reflecting updated information for each Subscriber, including any changes to any
Subscriber’s name, account number, address, and Community Solar Garden Allocation.
“Date of Commercial Operation” shall mean the first day of the first full calendar month upon which commercial
operation is achieved following completion of all Interconnection Agreement requirements and processes.

AF

“House Power” shall mean the electricity needed to assist in the PV System’s generation, including system operation,
performance monitoring and associated communications, except for energy directly required for the local control and
safe operation of the PV System. It also means other electricity used by the Community Solar Garden, such as for
perimeter lighting, a visitor’s center or any other structures or facilities at the Community Solar Garden Site.
“Interconnection Agreement” shall mean the applicable Interconnection Agreement in Section 10 of the Company’s
rate book.

R

“Monthly Subscription Information” shall mean the information stored within the CSG Application System, as timely
entered or changed by the Community Solar Garden Operator via the CSG Application System, setting forth the
name, account number and service address each Subscriber holding Subscriptions in the Community Solar Garden,
and the Community Solar Garden Allocation applicable to each such Subscriber’s Subscription, reflecting each
Subscriber’s allocable portion of photovoltaic energy produced by the Community Solar Garden during a particular
Production Month.

D

“MN DIA” shall mean the Minnesota Distributed Energy Resource Interconnection Agreement. See, Docket No.
E999/CI-16-521.
“MN DIP” shall mean the Minnesota Distributed Energy Resource Interconnection Process. See, Docket No. E999/CI16-521. The MN DIA shall be considered to be part of the MN DIP.
“Production Meter” shall mean the meter which will record the energy generated by the PV System only and which
will be reported on the Solar Garden Operator’s bill. The readings on the Production Meter showing the energy
generated by the PV System will also be used to determine the RECs generated by the PV System.
“Production Month” shall mean the calendar month during which photovoltaic energy is produced by the Community
Solar Garden’s PV System and delivered to the Company at the Production Meter.

L
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“PV System” shall mean the solar electric generating facility to be located at the Community Solar Garden, including
the photovoltaic panels, inverter, output breakers, facilities necessary to connect to the Production Meter, protective
and associated equipment, improvements, and other tangible assets, contract rights, easements, rights of way,
surface use agreements and other interests or rights in real estate reasonably necessary for the construction,
operation, and maintenance of the electric generating facility that produces the photovoltaic energy subject to this
Contract.
“Service Territory Requirement” means that the solar electric generating facility located at the Community Solar Garden is
entirely located in the service territory of the Company, including the photovoltaic panels, inverter, output breakers, service
meter, Production Meter, the facilities between the service meter and Production Meter, and the facilities between the
photovoltaic panels and the Production Meter.

T

“Subscribed Energy” means electricity generated by the PV System attributable to the Subscribers’ Subscriptions and
delivered to the Company at the Production Meter on or after the Date of Commercial Operation.
“Subscriber” means a retail customer of the Company who owns one or more Subscriptions of a community solar
garden interconnected with the Company.

AF

“Subscriber’s Account Information” consists of the Subscriber’s name, account number, service address, telephone
number, email address, web site URL, information on Subscriber participation in other distributed generation serving
the premises of the Subscriber, and Subscriber specific Bill Credit(s).
“Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data” refers to data collected from the utility Subscriber meters that reflects the
quantity, quality, or timing of electric usage or electricity production attributable to the Subscriber for the service
address and account number identified for participation in the Community Solar Garden.
“Subscription” means a contract between a Subscriber and the Community Solar Garden Operator.

R

“Term of the Contract” means the term of this contract which shall be the same as for the Interconnection Agreement
applicable to the Community Solar Garden, and shall begin when this Contract is signed by the Parties and end
twenty five (25) years after the Date of Commercial Operation unless otherwise provided below.

D

“Unsubscribed Energy” means electricity generated by the PV System and delivered to the Company at the
Production Meter which is not Subscribed Energy and also includes electricity generated by the PV System and
delivered to the Company prior to the Date of Commercial Operation.

C
C
C
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AGREEMENTS
The Community Solar Garden Operator and the Company agree:

C
C

AF

T

1. Sale of Electricity Generated by the Community Solar Garden. Effective upon the Date of Commercial Operation,
the Community Solar Garden shall sell and deliver to the Company at the Production Meter all of the photovoltaic
energy produced by the PV System. Payment for the Subscribed Energy which is produced and delivered will be
solely by a Bill Credit to Subscribers as detailed below. Payment for Unsubscribed Energy will be paid to the
Community Solar Garden Operator at the then current: 1.) Company’s avoided cost rate (found in the Company’s
rate book, Rate Code A51) for solar gardens of 40 kW (AC) capacity or larger, or 2.) Company’s average retail
energy rate (found in the Company’s rate book, Rate Code A50) for solar gardens under 40 kW (AC) capacity.
Where the Community Solar Garden Operator has elected to transfer the solar RECs to the Company, or where the
VOS Bill Credit Rate applies to Subscribed Energy under the Standard Contract for Solar*Rewards Community, an
additional payment of $0.01/kWh will be paid to the Community Solar Garden Operator for the RECs associated with
this Unsubscribed Energy. The Community Solar Garden Operator shall not sell any photovoltaic energy generated
from the PV System, or any capacity associated with the PV System, to any person other than the Company during
the term of this Contract, and the Company shall purchase and own all photovoltaic energy produced by the PV
System. This Contract conveys to the Company all energy generated from the PV System and all capacity
associated with the PV System for the Term of the Contract.

R

A. The Company will buy (through Bill Credits to the Subscribers) all Subscribed Energy generated by the
Community Solar Garden and delivered to the Company during a particular Production Month at the Bill Credit Rate.
Each Subscriber to the Solar*Rewards Community Program will receive a Bill Credit at the Bill Credit Rate for
electricity generated attributable to the Subscriber’s Subscription. Each Subscriber will also be charged for all
electricity consumed by the Subscriber at the applicable rate schedule for sales to that class of customer. If the Bill
Credit exceeds the amount owed in any billing period, the excess portion of the Bill Credit in any billing period shall
be carried forward and credited against all charges. All Bill Credits must be carried forward for at least a twelve (12)
month cycle. The Company shall purchase all Bill Credits with the billing statement which includes the last day in
February and restart the credit cycle on the following period with a zero credit balance. Consistent with Minn. R.
7820.3800, Subp. 2, the purchase of the Bill Credits will only be made when the Bill Credit amount is more than $1
due for an existing customer or $2 or more due a person or legal entity no longer a customer of the Company.

D

B. A copy of the presently filed Solar*Rewards Community Program tariff of the Company’s rate book is
attached to this Contract. The rates for sales and purchases of Subscribed Energy shall be changed annually or
otherwise as provided by order of the MPUC. The Community Solar Garden Operator shall comply with all of the
rules stated in the Company’s applicable electric tariff related to the Solar*Rewards Community Program and the
tariffed version of this Contract, as the same may be revised from time to time, or as otherwise allowed by an
amendment to this Contract approved, or deemed approved, by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. In the
event of any conflict between the terms of this Contract and Company’s electric tariff, the provisions of the tariff shall
control.

T
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C. For the purchases by the Company, the Company shall apply a Bill Credit each billing period to each
Subscriber’s bill for retail electric service at the Bill Credit Rate based upon the Subscriber’s allocation as set forth in
the Monthly Subscription Information applicable to the preceding Production Month. The Production Month to which
the Bill Credit is applicable shall not necessarily match the billing period for the retail electric service bill in which the
Bill Credit is applied.
D. For purposes of applying the Bill Credit to each Subscriber’s bill, the Company shall be entitled to rely
exclusively on the Monthly Subscription Information as timely entered by the Community Solar Garden Operator via
the CSG Application System.

T

E. The correction of any allocation of previously-applied Bill Credits among Subscribers or payments to the
Community Solar Garden Operator for Unsubscribed Energy, pertaining to a particular month due to any inaccuracy
reflected in such Monthly Subscription Information with regard to a Subscriber’s Subscription in the PV System and
the beneficial share of photovoltaic energy produced by the PV System, or the share of Unsubscribed Energy, shall
be the full responsibility of the Community Solar Garden Operator, unless such inaccuracies are caused by the
Company.

D

R

AF

2. House Power. The Company will sell House Power to the Community Solar Garden under the rate schedule in
force for the class of customer to which the Community Solar Garden Operator belongs. The Community Solar
Garden Operator shall be solely responsible for arranging retail electric service exclusively from the Company in
accordance with the Company’s Electric Rate Book. The Community Solar Garden Operator shall obtain House
Power solely through separately metered retail service and shall not obtain House Power through any other means,
and waives any regulatory or other legal claim or right to the contrary. Because the Company must purchase from
the Community Solar Garden all energy generated by the Community Solar Garden, the Community Solar Garden
may not use the energy it generates to be consumed by it. It may not net-out or use energy it generates for House
Power. The Parties acknowledge and agree that the performance of their respective obligations with respect to
House Power shall be separate from this Contract and shall be interpreted independently of the Parties’ respective
obligations under this Contract. Notwithstanding any other provision in this Contract, nothing with respect to the
arrangements for House Power shall alter or modify the Community Solar Garden Operator’s or the Company’s
rights, duties and obligations under this Contract. This Contract shall not be construed to create any rights between
the Community Solar Garden Operator and the Company with respect to the arrangements for House Power.

Docket No. E002/M-13-867
Stakeholder Meeting Minutes
Attachment A: 72 of 101

Document C

STANDARD CONTRACT FOR
SOLAR*REWARDS COMMUNITY (Continued)

Section No.
1st Revised Sheet No.

9
75

3. Metering Charges and Requirements
A.

Metering Charge per Month:
Single Phase
$5.50
Three Phase
$8.00

AF

T

B. A Two (2) Company-owned meters isare required to be installed at each service location associated with
each Community Solar Garden generation source subject to this Contract. TheOne meter is located at the main
service and will record energy delivered to the Community Solar Garden Operator from the Company, and also will
record energy produced by the Community Solar Garden and delivered to the Company. The second meter (the
“Production Meter”) will record energy generated by the PV System only. For the sake of clarity, the amount of
energy used as House Power consists of that shown on the meter located at the main service plus electricity
recorded as reverse flowing through the Production Meter. The Company shall install, or cause to be installed, own,
operate and maintain the Production Meter to measure the AC production of the PV System, at the Community Solar
Garden Operator’s expense and including the cost of the Production Meter itself. Community Solar Garden Operator
will provide all meter housing and socket replacement and rewiring to install the both meters. Community Solar
Garden Operator shall be charged monthly the metering charge for the main service meter. The metering charge
assumes common use of all Company facilities up to the metering point, for both receipt and delivery of energy. Any
additional facilities required by Company to accommodate the PV System will require Community Solar Garden
Operator to pay an interconnection charge in advance.

R

4. Title, Risk of Loss, and Warranty of Title. As between the Parties, the Community Solar Garden Operator shall be
deemed to be in control of the photovoltaic energy output from the PV System up to and until delivery and receipt by
the Company at the Production Meter and the Company shall be deemed to be in control of such energy from and
after delivery and receipt at such Production Meter. Title and risk of loss related to the photovoltaic energy shall
transfer to the Company at the Production Meter. The Community Solar Garden warrants and represents to the
Company that it has or will have at the time of delivery good and sufficient title to all photovoltaic energy output and/or
the ability to transfer good and sufficient title of same to the Company.

D

5. Interconnection Requirements. The Community Solar Garden Operator must sign the applicable an
Interconnection Agreement under Section 10 of the Company’s rate book, and comply with all of the terms and
conditions of that Interconnection Agreement except as otherwise specified in this Contract. The following additional
interconnection terms also apply.
A. Term of Interconnection Agreement. While the Company’s tariff pertaining to its Interconnection
Agreement generally provides that the term of the Interconnection Agreement may be up to twenty (20) years,
Wwhere the tariffed Interconnection Agreement is used in conjunction with this tariffed Contract, the term of the
Interconnection Agreement shallmay end twenty five (25) years after the Date of Commercial Operation.
B. To the extent to which the ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS set forth in Section 9, Sheets 68
through 68.16 differ from the Section 10 tariff, these ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS shall control for
applications that are not subject to the MN DIP. The ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS set forth in tariff
Section 9, Sheets 68.17 through 68.21, fully apply if the application that is the subject of this Agreement is subject to
the MN DIP.

N
N
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6. Community Solar Garden Requirements.
A. The Community Solar Garden Operator shall assure that each of the Community Solar Garden Statutory
Requirements is met.
B. For each Subscriber, there must be a completed and fully-executed Subscriber Agency Agreement and
Consent Form (Attachment “A” to this Contract) which is delivered to the Company prior to the Date of Commercial
Operation, or prior to adding each Subscriber.
C. Code Compliance. The Community Solar Garden Operator shall be responsible for ensuring that the PV
System equipment installed at the Community Solar Garden meets all applicable codes, standards, and regulatory
requirements at the time of installation and throughout its operation.

D

R

AF

T

D. [Intentionally Omitted] Project Completion. The Company will determine whether an application from the
Community Solar Garden Operator is complete within thirty (30) days of its submission to the Company and approve
or reject the application based on engineering review within sixty (60) days of finding it complete unless the
Community Solar Garden Operator has agreed to an extension. The date an application shall be considered to be
submitted to the Company is the date on which the Community Solar Garden Operator has uploaded to the CSG
Application System all documents and information to allow the Company to begin engineering review which include
the following:
(i)
the contact information for the Community Solar Garden Operator;
(ii)
the Community Solar Garden information, including system location and specifications;
(iii)
application fee and deposit; and,
(iv)
engineering documents, including one line diagram, site plan and signed Interconnection
application.
Where the Company has timely rejected an application, the Company will allow the Community Solar
Garden Operator to provide additional documents or information and the sixty (60) day timeframe will begin anew for
the Company to accept or reject the application. The Community Solar Garden Operator shall achieve Mechanical
Completion of the project within the later of twenty-four (24) months from August 6, 2015 or the Company finding that
the application is Expedited Ready. Failure of the Company to meet the timeframes for completing engineering
studies and interconnection cost estimates set forth in the Commission’s September 28, 2004 Order in Docket No.
E999/CI-01-1023 as implemented in Section 10 of the Company’s rate book will extend this twenty-four (24) month
period on a day-for-day basis. Day-for-day extensions will also be applied to the extent the application is the subject
of an Independent Engineer review (Section 9, Sheets 68.11–68.13) or to the extent it is directly delayed as the result
of an Independent Engineer review for another application in the same Study Queue.
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6. Community Solar Garden Requirements. (Continued)
The 24-month period shall be tolled day-for-day for a project application that, in the Company’s determination, has
suffered a Force Majeure event prior to Mechanical Completion. For purposes of this section, Force Majeure means:
any act of God, act of the public enemy, war, insurrection, riot, fire, storm or flood, explosion, breakage or accident to
machinery or equipment, or any other cause beyond a Party’s control, except that a local-government moratorium to
issuing a permit may extend the 24-month period for no more than an additional 6 months. Failure to seek a permit,
delay in seeking a permit, or permit-processing time not subject to a moratorium is not included in this extension. An
event of Force Majeure does not include an act of negligence or intentional wrongdoing.

N

If Mechanical Completion is not achieved within this twenty-four (24) month period (including any day-for-day
extension referenced above), then the Company will return the Deposit and the Community Solar Garden Operator, if
it still intends to proceed with the project, will need to reapply and submit a new application fee and deposit.

CL

D

R
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E. The ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS set forth in tariff Section 9, Sheets 68 through 68.16,
fully apply if the application that is the subject of this Agreement is not subject to the MN DIP. The
ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS set forth in tariff Section 9, Sheets 68.17 through 68.21, fully
apply if the application that is the subject of this Agreement is subject to the MN DIP..

N

T

L
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6. Community Solar Garden Requirements. (Continued)
F. Annual Report. Starting within 12 months of the Date of Commercial Operation, the Community Solar
Garden Operator shall issue (and provide to the Company and each Subscriber) signed and notarized public annual
reports containing at a minimum:
-

The energy produced by the Community Solar Garden;
Financial statements including a balance sheet, income statement, and sources and uses of funds
statement; and,
Identification of the management and operatorship of the Community Solar Garden Operator.

R

AF

T

Where the Community Solar Garden Operator as a single legal entity has more than one Community Solar
Garden, it need not issue individual public reports per Community Solar Garden but may instead combine this
information into a single report; provided, however, the combined report needs to identify each Community Solar
Garden and energy produced for each Community Solar Garden to which the report applies. The Community Solar
Garden Operator shall take care to preserve the privacy expectations of the Subscribers, such as not publicly
providing the Subscriber’s Account Information or Subscriber Energy Usage Data or Bill Credits, unless there is
explicit informed consent or otherwise provided for in this Contract. Each Subscriber shall have an opportunity to
submit comments to the Community Solar Garden Operator with a copy to the Company on the accuracy and
completeness of the annual reports.The Community Solar Garden Operator shall issue (and provide to the Company
and each Subscriber) public annual reports as of the end of the calendar or other fiscal year containing, at a
minimum, the energy produced by the Community Solar Garden; audited financial statements including a balance
sheet, income statement, and sources and uses of funds statement; and the management and operatorship of the
Community Solar Garden Operator. The identity of specific Subscribers should not be listed in the public annual
report, unless if there is explicit informed Subscriber consent. The Community Solar Garden Operator shall take care
to preserve the privacy expectations of the Subscribers, such as not publicly providing the Subscriber’s Account
Information or Subscriber Energy Usage Data or Bill Credits, unless there is explicit informed consent or otherwise
provided for in this Contract. Each Subscriber shall have an opportunity to submit comments to the Community Solar
Garden Operator with a copy to the Company on the accuracy and completeness of the annual reports.

D

G. Audits. The Company reserves the right to inspect the PV System as necessary to assure the safety and
reliability of the system at any time during the Term of this Contract, and for an additional period of one (1) year
thereafter.
H. [Intentionally Omitted]Application Fee. Upon application, and prior to the Company processing the
application, the Community Solar Garden Operator must submit an application fee of $1,200 to the Company. This
application fee may be by check or wire transfer. The application fee is meant to cover the cost to the Company of
processing the application.
I. [Intentionally Omitted]Deposit. Upon application, and prior to the Company processing the application, the
Community Solar Garden Operator must submit a deposit of an amount equal to $100/kW to the Company. This Deposit
may be submitted by check or wire transfer. Within thirty (30) days after either the Date of Commercial Operation or the
date when the Community Solar Garden Operator informs the Company that it will no longer continue pursuing completion
of the Community Solar Garden project, or if the Date of Commercial Operation does not occur within the twenty four (24)
month timeline (including day-for-day extensions) detailed in Section 6.D above, the Company shall return to Community
Solar Garden Operator the deposit paid. When the deposit qualifies to be returned to the Community Solar Garden
Operator, it shall also include interest. Consistent with Minn. Stat. § 325E.02, the rate of interest will be set annually and
will be equal to the weekly average yield of one-year United States Treasury securities adjusted for constant maturity for
the last full week in November. The interest rate will be rounded to the nearest tenth of one (1) percent. The rate of
interest announced by the Commissioner of Commerce on or about December 15 of each year will be the rate of interest
that will be paid on deposits returned during the subsequent calendar year.
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J. Participation Fee. Each year, the Community Solar Garden Operator will submit a participation fee of
$300 to the Company for ongoing costs incurred of administering the Solar*Rewards Community Program. The first
participation fee will be charged after the Date of Commercial Operation, and the final participation fee will be
charged prior to the Term of the Contract expiring.

N
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6. Community Solar Garden Requirements. (Continued)
K. Inverter Capacity. The Community Solar Garden must have an inverter with a capacity of no more than
one (1) megawatt alternating current (AC) to assure that the Community Solar Garden has a nameplate capacity of
no more than one (1) megawatt AC.

T

L. Maintenance and Repair of the PV System. The Community Solar Garden Operator shall maintain the
PV System and the individual components of the PV System in good working order at all times during the Term of the
Contract. If during the Term of the Contract the PV System or any of the individual components of the system should
be damaged or destroyed, or taken out of service for maintenance, the Community Solar Garden Operator shall
provide the Company written notice within thirty (30) calendar days of the event and promptly repair or replace the
damaged or destroyed equipment at the Community Solar Garden Operator’s sole expense. If the time period for
repair or replacement is reasonably anticipated to exceed one hundred eighty (180) days, the Company shall have
the right to request to terminate this Contract by written notice.
M. No Relocation. The PV system shall be located at the Community Solar Garden as shown in its
application at all times during the Term of the Contract.

AF

N. Disclosure of Production Information. The Community Solar Garden Operator acknowledges and agrees
that, in order for the Company to carry out its responsibilities in applying Bill Credits to each Subscriber’s bills for
electric service, the Company may be required and shall be permitted to provide access or otherwise disclose and
release to any Subscriber any and all production data related to the PV System in its possession and information
regarding the total Bill Credits applied by the Company with respect to the PV System and any information pertaining
to a Subscriber’s Subscription. Any additional detailed information requested by a Subscriber shall be provided only
upon the Community Solar Garden Operator’s consent in writing or email to the Company, or unless the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission or the Minnesota Department of Commerce requests that the Company provides such
information to the Subscriber.

D

R

O. Disclosure of Community Solar Garden Information. The Community Solar Garden Operator
acknowledges and agrees that the Company may publicly disclose the Community Solar Garden Location,
Community Solar Garden Operator, nameplate capacity and generation data of the Community Solar Garden.
Additionally, the Company will periodically provide a bill message to Subscribers clarifying that questions or concerns
related to their Subscription should be directed to the Community Solar Garden Operator, including a statement that
the Community Solar Garden Operator is solely responsible for resolving any disputes with the Company or the
Subscriber about the accuracy of the Community Solar Garden production and that the Company is solely
responsible for resolving any disputes with the Subscriber about the applicable rate used to determine the amount of
the Bill Credit.

T
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6. Community Solar Garden Requirements. (Continued)
P. Certain Tax and Securities Law Issues. The Company makes no warranty or representation concerning
the taxable consequences, if any, to Community Solar Garden Operator or its Subscribers with respect to its Bill
Credits to the Subscribers for participation in the Community Solar Garden. Additionally, the Company makes no
warranty or representation concerning the implication of any federal or state securities laws on how Subscriptions to
the Community Solar Garden are handled. The Community Solar Garden Operator and Subscribers are urged to
seek professional advice regarding these issues.

T

Q. Full Cooperation with the MPUC, Minnesota Department of Commerce, and Minnesota Office of the
Attorney General. The Parties agree to fully cooperate with any request for information from the MPUC, the
Minnesota Department of Commerce, or the Minnesota Office of the Attorney General pertaining in any way to the
Community Solar Garden, and will provide such information upon request in a timely manner. To the extent to which
any request calls for producing a specific Subscriber’s Account Information, Subscriber Energy Usage Data or Bill
Credits, such information shall be provided and marked as Trade Secret or Confidential Information.

AF

R. New PV Systems. The PV System must not be built or previously interconnected at the time of
application to the Solar*Rewards Community Program.

D

R

S. Fair Disclosure. Prior to the time when any person or entity becomes a Subscriber, the Community Solar
Garden Operator will fairly disclose the future costs and benefits of the Subscription, and provide to the potential
Subscriber a copy of this Contract. The Community Solar Garden Operator shall comply with all other requirements
of the MPUC and applicable laws with respect to communications with Subscribers.
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7. Requirements Applicable to the CSG Application System. The Community Solar Garden Operator must comply
with all of the following:

N

A. Required use of the CSG Application System. The Community Solar Garden Operator must utilize the
CSG Application System to submit an application for approval to operate a Community Solar Garden and to manage
Subscribers and Subscriptions.

T

B. Subscriber Information. The Community Solar Garden Operator shall issue Subscriptions in the PV
System only to eligible retail electric service customers of the Company and provide to the Company the name,
account number and service address attributable to each Subscription and the Community Solar Garden Allocation
for each Subscriber’s Subscription stated in Watts direct current (DC). The Community Solar Garden Operator shall
take care to preserve the privacy expectations of the Subscribers, such as not publicly providing a Subscriber’s
Account Information, Subscriber Energy Usage Data, or Bill Credits. The Community Solar Garden Operator will not
disclose such information to third parties, other than to the MPUC, the Minnesota Department of Commerce, or the
Minnesota Office of Attorney General, unless the Subscriber has provided explicit informed consent or such
disclosure is compelled by law or regulation.

AF

C. Subscription Transfers. Subscriptions may be transferred or sold to any person or entity who qualifies to
be a Subscriber under this Contract or to the Community Solar Garden Operator for resale by the Operator to other
Subscribers. A Subscriber may change the premise or account number that the Community Solar Garden energy is
attributed to, as long as the Subscriber continues to qualify under these rules. Any transfer of Subscriptions needs to
be coordinated through the Community Solar Garden Operator, who in turn needs to provide the required updated
information in the CSG Application System within thirty (30) days of the transfer.

R

D. Updating Subscriber Information. On or before five (5) business days immediately preceding the first day
of each Production Month, the Community Solar Garden Operator shall provide to the Company any and all changes
to the Monthly Subscription Information, by entering new or updating previously-entered data through the use of the
CSG Application System. Such data to be entered or changed by the Community Solar Garden Operator shall
include additions, deletions or changes to the listing of Subscribers holding Subscriptions in the PV System, including
any changes to the Subscriber’s account number and service address attributable to each Subscription and the
Community Solar Garden Allocation for each Subscriber’s Subscription, stated in Watts DC.

D

E. Responsibility for Verification. The Community Solar Garden Operator shall verify that each Subscriber is eligible to be
a Subscriber in the Community Solar Garden and that the Community Solar Garden Statutory Requirements are met.
N
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8. The Community Solar Garden Operator will give the Company reasonable access to its property and to the
electric generating facilities if the configuration of those facilities does not permit disconnection or testing from the
Company's side of the interconnection. If the Company enters the Community Solar Garden Operator’s property, the
Company will remain responsible for its personnel.

N

9. The Company may stop providing electricity to the Community Solar Garden Operator during a system
emergency. The Company will not discriminate against the Community Solar Garden Operator when it stops
providing electricity or when it resumes providing electricity. In the event of an emergency requiring disconnection of
the Community Solar Garden, the Company shall follow the process, and provide notice to the Community Solar
Garden Operator, consistent with the provisions of the Interconnection Agreement, in Section 10 of the Company’s
rate book, or as otherwise provided for in the Interconnection Agreement.

D

R
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T

10. Remedies for Breach. In the event of any breach of this Contract by the Community Solar Garden Operator,
then the Company shall have available to it any other remedy provided for in this Contract and any or all of the
following remedies which can be used either singularly or cumulatively.
a. In the event there is a breach resulting in some production from the Community Solar Garden being
assigned in excess of a Subscriber’s allowable Subscription under the Community Solar Garden
Statutory Requirements, then the Company may treat this excess as Unsubscribed Energy and not
provide a Bill Credit to any Subscriber for any such excess production.
b. For any breach of this Contract by the Community Solar Garden Operator:
i. At any time the Company seeks a remedy for any breach of this Contract it shall provide in
writing a Notice to the Community Solar Garden Operator to remedy the breach within
thirty (30) days.
ii. If after the thirty (30) days provided for in the Notice the Community Solar Garden
Operator is still not in compliance with this Contract, then the Company shall have the
right to request by written Notice to disconnect the Community Solar Garden from its
network if the Community Solar Garden Operator is not in compliance with the Contract
within thirty (30) days. The Company shall send copies of the Notice of Disconnection to
Community Solar Garden Operator, all Subscribers of the Community Solar Garden, the
Department of Commerce, OAG and MPUC.
iii. The Community Solar Garden Operator, the Department of Commerce, OAG, and/or
MPUC may object in writing to the Notice of Disconnection within thirty (30) days. Copies
of any written objection shall be provided to all of the above entities. An objection to the
Notice of Disconnection will trigger Section 12 of this Contract.

N
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10. Remedies for Breach. In the event of any breach of this Contract by the Community Solar Garden Operator,
then the Company shall have available to it any other remedy provided for in this Contract and any or all of the
following remedies which can be used either singularly or cumulatively.
b. For any breach of this Contract by the Community Solar Garden Operator: (Continued)
iv. If the Community Solar Garden Operator, the Minnesota Department of Commerce, OAG
and/or MPUC do not object to the Notice of Disconnection, the Company is authorized to
physically disconnect the Community Solar Garden pursuant to this Notice of
Disconnection without providing further notice. No Bill Credits will be applied for any
production occurring during physical disconnection. If within ninety (90) days of any such
disconnection, the Community Solar Garden Operator returns to being in compliance with
the Contract, then the Company will reconnect the Community Solar Garden to its
network. Any periods of disconnection will not extend the Term of the Contract. The
Community Solar Garden Operator will be financially responsible for the Company’s costs
of sending crews to disconnect and reconnect the Community Solar Garden to the
Company’s network.
v. If ninety (90) or more consecutive days elapse during which the Community Solar Garden
has been disconnected or has otherwise not been in compliance with this Contract, then
the Company shall have the right to request to terminate this Contract by written notice to
the Community Solar Garden Operator. The Company shall send copies of any Notice
requesting termination to all Subscribers of the Community Solar Garden, the Minnesota
Department of Commerce, OAG and MPUC. If the Notice is objected to within thirty (30)
days by the Community Solar Garden Operator, the Department of Commerce, and/or
OAG, Section 12 of this agreement shall apply. Any request to terminate the Contract
must be approved by the MPUC, and there is no further obligation of the Parties to
perform hereunder following the effective date of such termination except as set forth in
Sections 6.G and 16 of this Contract.
c. For any breach of the Interconnection Agreement, the Company shall also have all remedies
provided for in Section 10 of the Company’s rate book, or as otherwise provided for in the
Interconnection Agreement. In the event this results in disconnection or termination of the
Interconnection Agreement, the Company shall provide notice to the Minnesota Department of
Commerce, OAG and MPUC. In the event that Community Solar Garden has been disconnected
under the terms of the Interconnection Agreement and/or the Interconnection Agreement has been
terminated, then the Company shall have the right to request to terminate this Contract by written
notice to the Community Solar Garden Operator, with no further obligation of the Parties to perform
hereunder following the effective date of such termination. The Company shall send copies of any
Notice requesting termination of this Contract to all Subscribers of the Community Solar Garden,
the Minnesota Department of Commerce, OAG and MPUC. If the Notice is objected to within thirty
(30) days by the Community Solar Garden Operator, the Department of Commerce, and/or OAG,
Section 12 of this agreement shall apply. Any request to terminate this Contract must be approved
by the MPUC.

N
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In the event of any breach of this Contract by Company, the Community Solar Garden
Operator shall provide Company with a written Notice of the breach. Company shall have
up to thirty (30) days to cure the breach. If the breach is not cured within the thirty (30)
days, the Community Solar Garden Operator may utilize the procedures set forth in
Section 12. If the breach results in Bill Credits not being issued to one or more individual
Subscribers, in the absence of a cure by Company within the allowed time following the
Notice, the applicable Subscriber(s) may also seek a remedy for any past due Bill Credits
from the MPUC pursuant to Section 12.

D

R

AF

e.

T

10. Remedies for Breach. In the event of any breach of this Contract by the Community Solar Garden Operator, then the
Company shall have available to it any other remedy provided for in this Contract and any or all of the following
remedies which can be used either singularly or cumulatively. (Continued)
d. In the event of an alleged breach of this Contract by the Community Solar Garden
Operator for which the Company sends a Notice pursuant to Section 10(b)(i), Company
shall also send a copy of the Notice as soon as practicable to any financing party for the
Community Solar Garden whose contact information has been provided to the Company.
Any such financing party shall have the right to cure the alleged breach within the cure
period provided in Section 10(b)(ii) and Company agrees to accept any such cure as if
made by the Community Solar Garden Operator. The Company shall be under no
obligation to provide any such financing party with any information that would violate the
Data Privacy Policies set forth in Exhibit 1 to Attachment “A” of this Contract. The
Company shall be under no obligation to provide any such financing party with any
information it may have which is confidential to the Community Solar Garden Operator
unless the Community Solar Garden Operator has provided written consent to the
Company permitting the release to the financing party of such confidential information.
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11. Limitation of Liability

N

A) Each Party shall at all times indemnify, defend, and save the other Party harmless from any and all
damages, losses, claims, including claims and actions relating to injury or death of any person or damage to property,
costs and expenses, reasonable attorneys’ fees and court costs, arising out of or resulting from the Party’s
performance of its obligations under this agreement, except to the extent that such damages, losses or claims were
caused by the negligence or intentional acts of the other Party.
B) Each Party’s liability to the other Party for failure to perform its obligations under this Contract shall be
limited to the amount of direct damage actually incurred. In no event shall either Party be liable to the other Party for
any punitive, incidental, indirect, special, or consequential damages of any kind whatsoever, including for loss of
business opportunity or profits, regardless of whether such damages were foreseen.

12. Dispute Resolution

AF

T

C) Notwithstanding any other provision, with respect to the Company’s duties or performance or lack of
performance under this Contract, the Company’s liability to the Community Solar Garden Operator shall be limited as
set forth in the Company’s rate book and terms and conditions for electric service, and shall not be affected by the
terms of this Contract. There are no third-party beneficiaries of any Company duty under this Contract other than the
Company’s duty to Subscribers to issue Bill Credits as set forth in this Contract, and the duty to a financing party
under Section 10.d. of this Contract.

A) Each Party agrees to attempt to resolve all disputes arising hereunder promptly, equitably and in a good
faith manner.

R

B) In the event a dispute arises under this Contract between the Parties, and if it cannot be resolved by the
Parties within thirty (30) days after written notice of the dispute to the other Party, then the Parties may refer the
dispute for resolution to the MPUC, which shall maintain continuing jurisdiction over this Agreement.

D

13. The separately executed power purchase agreement referenced in the Interconnection Agreement for the
purchase of power exported by the Community Solar Garden Operator to the Company is not needed. Instead, this
Contract shall govern the terms for the power exported by the Community Solar Garden Operator to the Company.

N
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14. Renewable Energy Credits (RECs). Under any of the following conditions, the RECs associated with the Community
Solar Garden belong to the Company:
i. Where the Community Solar Garden or any person or entity on its behalf has received or intends to accept a
Made in Minnesota benefit, as defined in Minn. Stat. § 216C.411, pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 216C.411 through 216C.415.
No solar-REC value shall be paid under the present Contract in this circumstance.
ii. Where the Community Solar Garden or any person or entity on its behalf has received or intends to accept a
Solar*Rewards benefit, as defined in Minn. Stat. § 116C.7792. No solar-REC value shall be paid under the present
Contract in this circumstance.
iii. Where the Community Solar Garden Operator has elected to transfer the solar RECs to the Company under
this Contract and the Value of Solar rate applicable to the Community Solar Garden has not been reflected in the
Solar*Rewards Community Program tariff of the Company’s rate book, then compensation to Subscribers for Subscribed
Energy will be at the Enhanced bill credit rate as updated annually and found in Solar*Rewards Community Program tariff
of the Company’s rate book. Without this election, and where the Value of Solar rate applicable to the Community Solar
Garden has not been adopted, compensation to Subscribers for Subscribed Energy will be at the Standard bill credit rate
as updated annually and found in the Solar*Rewards Community Program tariff of the Company’s rate book. The
Enhanced bill credit is not available under this Contract where the Community Solar Garden or any person or entity on its
behalf has received or intends to accept a Made in Minnesota benefit or a Solar*Rewards benefit. The Community Solar
Garden Operator indicates immediately below with an “X” or check-mark or marking in the box if it elects to transfer the
solar RECs under this Section 14.iii. of this Contract.

R

By placing an “X”, or checking or marking this box, the Community Solar Garden Operator indicates its
election to transfer the solar RECs to the Company under Section 14.iii of this Contract. With this election,
compensation to Subscribers for Subscribed Energy will be at the applicable Enhanced bill credit rate as
found in the Solar*Rewards Community Program tariff of the Company’s rate book. This election is only valid
where it is not the case that the Community Solar Garden or any person or entity on its behalf has received or
intends to accept a Made in Minnesota benefit or a Solar*Rewards benefit. This election shall remain in place
for the Term of the Contract, and REC payments will last for the full Term of the Contract.

D

iv. Where a Value of Solar rate applicable to the Community Solar Garden has become effective as reflected in
the Solar*Rewards Community Program tariff of the Company’s rate book. The Value of Solar (VOS) Rate applies where
the application of the Community Solar Garden Operator was Deemed Complete on or after January 1, 2017. In such a
situation the Value of Solar rate shall be applicable regardless of whether or not the Community Solar Garden or any
person or entity on its behalf has received or intends to accept a Made in Minnesota benefit or a Solar*Rewards benefit
and shall be in place and in lieu of any election the Community Solar Garden Operator may have made in Section 14.iii
above.
v. The application of the Community Solar Garden Operator was Deemed Complete on
______________________________________.
The following provisions of Section 14 only apply where the solar RECs associated with the Community Solar Garden
belong to the Company under either Section 14.i, 14,ii, 14.iii, or 14.iv of this Contract.

C
C

N
N
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14. Renewable Energy Credits (RECs). Under any of the following conditions, the RECs associated with the Community
Solar Garden belong to the Company: (Continued)

T

The Community Solar Garden Operator hereby automatically and irrevocably assigns to Company all rights, title and
authority for Company to register the Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy and own, hold and manage the RECs
associated with all such energy in the Company’s own name and to the Company’s account, including any rights
associated with any renewable energy information or tracking system that exists or may be established (including but not
limited to participants in any applicable REC Registration Program and the United States government) with regard to
monitoring, registering, tracking, certifying, or trading such credits. The Community Solar Garden Operator hereby
authorizes Company to act as its agent for the purposes of registering, tracking and certifying RECs and the Company has
full authority to hold, sell or trade such RECs within its own account of said renewable energy information or tracking
systems. Upon the request of Company, at no cost to Company, (i) Community Solar Garden Operator shall deliver or
cause to be delivered to Company such attestations and/or certifications of the Community Solar Garden and its
associated RECs, and (ii) Community Solar Garden Operator shall cooperate with Company’s registration and certification
of the Community Solar Garden. The Company shall own and retain all RECs associated with Subscribed Energy and
Unsubscribed Energy produced by the Community Solar Garden.

D

R

AF

A. Definition of Renewable Energy Credits (RECs). “Renewable Energy Credits” or “RECs” are all attributes
of an environmental or other nature that are created or otherwise arise from the Community Solar Garden Operator’s
generation of energy using solar energy as a fuel, including, but not limited to, tags, certificates or similar products or
rights associated with solar energy as a "green" or "renewable" electric generation resource, including any and all
environmental air quality credits, emission reductions, off-sets, allowances or other benefits related to the generation
of energy from the Community Solar Garden PV System that reduces, displaces or off-sets emissions resulting from
fuel combustion at another location pursuant to any existing or future international, federal, state or local legislation or
regulation or voluntary agreement, and the aggregate amount of credits, offsets or other benefits including any rights,
attributes or credits arising from or eligible for consideration in the M-RETS program or any similar program pursuant
to any international, federal, state or local legislation or regulation or voluntary agreement and any renewable energy
certificates issued pursuant to any program, information system or tracking system associated with the renewable
energy generated from the Community Solar Garden PV System. RECs do not include any federal, state or local tax
credits, cash grants, production incentives or similar tax or cash benefits for which Community Solar Garden Operator
or the Community Solar Garden PV System are eligible or which either receives, or any depreciation, expenses,
credits, benefits or other federal, state or local tax treatment for which Community Solar Garden Operator or the
Community Solar Garden PV System is eligible or that either receives.

N
N
D
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14. Renewable Energy Credits (RECs). Under any of the following conditions, the RECs associated with the Community
Solar Garden belong to the Company: (Continued)
B. Definition of M-RETS Program. "M-RETS Program" means the Midwest Renewable Energy Trading
System program, MPUC Docket No. E999/CI-04-1616 and subsequent or related proceedings.

D

R

AF

T

C. Ownership of RECs. All RECs associated with the Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy shall
be assigned to the Company. By participating as a Community Solar Garden Operator under this Contract, the
Community Solar Garden Operator hereby assigns to Company all right title and interest of the Community Solar
Garden Operator to all RECs arising out of or associated with the generation of Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed
Energy. None of the Subscribers to the Community Solar Garden shall receive any RECs associated with the
Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy. The Community Solar Garden Operator warrants and represents to
the Company that it has or will have at the time of delivery good and sufficient title to all RECs associated with such
Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy output and/or the ability to transfer good and sufficient title of all such
RECs to the Company. The Company shall be entitled to all RECs generated by the Community Solar Garden PV
System for such Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy while the Community Solar Garden Operator
participates in the service offered in this Contract. The Community Solar Garden Operator hereby automatically and
irrevocably assigns to the Company all rights, title and authority for Company to register the Community Solar Garden
Operator’s RECs associated with Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy under the terms of this Contract and
to and own, hold and manage these RECs associated with the Community Solar Garden in the Company’s own
name and to the Company’s account, including any rights associated with any renewable energy information or
tracking system that exists or may be established in Minnesota or other jurisdictions (including but not limited to the
United States government) with regard to monitoring, registering, tracking, certifying, or trading such credits. The
Community Solar Garden Operator hereby authorizes Company to act as its agent for the purposes of registering,
tracking and certifying these RECs and the Company has full authority to hold, sell or trade such RECs to its own
account of said renewable energy information or tracking systems. Upon the request of Company from time to time,
at no cost to Company, (i) Community Solar Garden Operator shall deliver or cause to be delivered to Company such
attestations / certifications of all RECs, and (ii) Community Solar Garden Operator shall provide full cooperation in
connection with Company’s registration of the Community Solar Garden Operator’s RECs under this Contract and
certification of RECs. The Company shall own all RECs arising out of or associated with the generation of
Subscribed Energy and Unsubscribed Energy for all purposes, and be entitled to use them in any manner it chooses.

N

N
N
N
N
N

N

N
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15.A. Miscellaneous. The provisions of this par. 15.A. only apply to those applications that are not subject to the MN
DIP. The “Miscellaneous” provisions in the Interconnection Agreement between the Parties addressing the following
issues are incorporated into this Contract and are fully applicable to this Contract as if set forth in full herein. Where
the Interconnection Agreement in the “Miscellaneous” section uses the term “Interconnection Customer”, this shall
mean the Community Solar Garden Operator for purposes of the present Contract. Where the Interconnection
Agreement in the “Miscellaneous” section uses the term “Agreement”, this shall mean this Contract for purposes of
the present Contract.
A. Force Majeure
B. Notices
C. Assignment
D. Non-Waiver
E. Governing Law and Inclusion of Xcel Energy’s Tariffs and Rules
F. Amendment or Modification
G. Entire Agreement
H. Confidential Information
I. Non-Warranty
J. No Partnership

N

D

R

15.B. Miscellaneous. The provisions of this par. 15.B. only apply to those applications that are subject to the MN DIP.
The following provisions in the MN DIA addressing the following issues are incorporated into this Contract and are
fully applicable to this Contract as if set forth in full herein. Where the MN DIA uses the term “Interconnection
Customer”, this shall mean the Community Solar Garden Operator for purposes of the present Contract, and where it
uses the term “Area EPS Operator” it shall mean the Company. Where the MN DIA uses the term “Agreement”, this
shall mean this Contract for purposes of the present Contract. References to MN DIA sections below also includes all
associated sub-sections
A. Force Majeure – MN DIA Section 7.6
B. Notices – MN DIA Section 13.1
C. Assignment – MN DIA Section 7.1
D. Non-Waiver – MN DIA Section 12.4
E. Governing Law - MN DIA Section 12.1
F. Amendment or Modification – MN DIA Section 12.2
G. Entire Agreement - MN DIA Section 12.5
H. Confidential Information – MN DIA Section 9
I. Non-Warranty – MN DIA Section 7.3
J. No Partnership – MN DIA Section 12.7
K. Severability – MN DIA Section 12.8
L. Subcontractors – MN DIA Section 12.11
M. Inclusion of Tariffs – MN DIA Section 12.12
16. Term. The Term of the Contract shall be the same as for the Interconnection Agreement applicable to the
Community Solar Garden, and each shall begin when signed by the Parties and end twenty five (25) years after the
Date of Commercial Operation unless otherwise provided for in this Contract. In the event of termination, or early
termination of this Contract, applicable provisions shall continue in effect after termination to the extent necessary to
enforce and complete the duties, obligations or responsibilities of the Parties arising prior to termination and, as
applicable, to provide for final billings and adjustments related to the period prior to termination, repayment of any
money due and owing to either Party pursuant to this Contract.

N
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SIGNATURES
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused two originals of this Contract to be executed by their
duly authorized representatives. This Contract is effective as of the last date set forth below. Each Party may sign
using an electronic signature. Electronic signatures shall have the same effect as original signatures.

Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota
corporation

By: _________________________________

By: ___________________________________

Name: _______________________________

Name: ________________________________

Title: ________________________________

Title: __________________________________

AF
Date: _________________________________

D

R

Date: ________________________________

T

Community Solar Garden Operator

N
N
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Attachment “A”
Solar*Rewards Community
Subscriber Agency Agreement and Consent Form
The undersigned (“Subscriber”) has a Subscription to the following Community Solar Garden:
Community Solar Garden Name:
_____________________________________

_____________________________________
Community Solar Garden contact
information for Subscriber questions and
complaints:
Address (if different from above):
_____________________________________

T

Community Solar Garden Operator:
_____________________________________

Community Solar Garden Address:
_____________________________________

T

AF

_____________________________________
Telephone number:____________________

Email address: ________________________

Web Site URL: ________________________
Fax: _________________________________

Subscriber Service Address where
receiving electrical service from Northern
States Power Company:
_____________________________________

R

Subscriber Name:
_____________________________________

N

D

_____________________________________

Subscriber’s Account Number with
Northern States Power Company:
_____________________________________

Subscriber Mailing Address (if different
from above):
______________________________________

N

______________________________________

N
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By signing this Solar*Rewards Community Subscriber Agency Agreement and Consent Form, the Subscriber agrees
to all of the following:

T

1. Assignment of Renewable Energy Credits (“RECs”), Energy and Capacity to Northern States Power
Company, a Minnesota corporation. The Subscriber agrees that the Community Solar Garden Operator has authority
to assign all energy produced and capacity associated with the photovoltaic energy system at the Community Solar
Garden to Northern States Power Company, and the Subscriber agrees that all energy produced, and capacity
associated with the Subscriber’s share of the photovoltaic energy system at the Community Solar Garden shall
belong to Northern States Power Company. The Subscriber also agrees that the Community Solar Garden Operator
has authority to assign all RECs associated with the photovoltaic energy system at the Community Solar Garden to
Northern States Power Company, and that if the Community Solar Garden or a person or entity on its behalf has
assigned the RECs to Northern States Power Company, then all RECs associated with the Subscriber’s share of the
photovoltaic energy system at the Community Solar Garden shall belong to Northern States Power Company.

D

R

AF

2. Tax Implications. The Community Solar Garden Operator has provided the Subscriber with a statement
that Northern States Power Company makes no representations concerning the taxable consequences to the
Subscriber with respect to its Bill Credits to the Subscriber or other tax issues relating to participation in the
Community Solar Garden.
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3. Northern States Power Company hereby discloses to the Subscriber that it recognizes that not all
production risk factors, such as grid-failure events or atypically cloudy weather, are within the Community Solar
Garden Operator’s control.
4. Information Sharing. Participating in the Solar*Rewards Community Program will require sharing
Subscriber’s Account Information (name, account number, service address, telephone number, email address,
web site URL, information on Subscriber participation in other distributed generation serving the premises of the
Subscriber, Subscriber specific Bill Credit(s)) and Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data (data collected from the utility
Subscriber meters that reflects the quantity, quality, or timing of the Subscriber’s electric usage or electricity
production for the service address and account number identified for participation in the Community Solar Garden).
The following outlines the type of information that will be shared, and how that information will be used.

D

R

AF

T

a. Subscriber’s Account Information and Subscriber Energy Usage Data. The Subscriber authorizes
Northern States Power Company to provide the Community Solar Garden Operator (and the Community Solar
Garden Operator’s designated subcontractors and agents) with the Subscriber’s Account Information and
Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data as described in Section 4 above. This information is needed to allow the
Community Solar Garden Operator determine the extent to which the Subscriber is entitled to participate in the
Community Solar Garden, and to validate the amount of the Bill Credits to be provided by Northern States Power
Company to the Subscriber. The current data privacy policies of Northern States Power Company applicable to its
Solar*Rewards Community Program provided to the Subscriber by the Community Solar Garden Operator pursuant
Section 3 above are attached as Exhibit 1 of this Solar*Rewards Community Subscriber Agency Agreement and
Consent Form. These privacy policies include definitions of “Subscriber’s Account Information” and “Subscriber’s
Energy Usage Data.”
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4. Information Sharing. (Continued)

T

b. Subscriber’s Subscription Information: The Subscriber authorizes the Community Solar Garden Operator
to provide information to Northern States Power Company identifying the Subscriber (with the Subscriber’s name,
service address, and account number) and detailing the Subscriber’s proportional share in kilowatts of the
Community Solar Garden and to provide additional updates of this information to Northern States Power Company as
circumstances change. This information is needed to allow Northern States Power Company to properly apply Bill
Credits for the photovoltaic energy generated by the Community Solar Garden. Also, this information is needed to
allow Northern States Power Company to send to the Subscriber notices or other mailings pertaining to their
involvement in the Solar*Rewards Community Program. The Community Solar Garden Operator shall not disclose
Subscriber information in annual reports or other public documents absent explicit, informed consent from the
Subscriber. The Community Solar Garden Operator will not release any Subscriber data to third parties except to
fulfill the regulated purposes of the Solar*Rewards Community Program, to comply with a legal or regulatory
requirement, or upon explicit, informed consent from the Subscriber.

D

R

AF

c. Aggregated Information. Aggregated information concerning production at the Community Solar Garden
may be publicly disclosed to support regulatory oversight of the Solar*Rewards Community Program. This includes
annual reports available to the public related to specific Community Solar Gardens, including but not limited to
production from the Community Solar Gardens; size, location and the type of Community Solar Garden subscriber
groups; reporting on known complaints and the resolution of these complaints; lessons learned and any potential
changes to the Solar*Rewards Community Program; reporting on Bill Credits earned and paid; and reporting on the
application process. Aggregated information will not identify individual Subscribers or provide Subscriber-Specific
Account Information, Subscriber-Specific Energy Usage Data or Subscriber-specific Bill Credits unless a Subscriber
provides explicit informed consent. Depending on the nature of the aggregated information, however, it may still be
possible to infer the amount of production attributed to individual Subscribers to the Community Solar Garden. The
Subscriber agrees to the inclusion of its production information in the creation of the aggregated information. The
Community Solar Garden Operator will not use aggregated information for purposes unrelated to the Solar*Rewards
Community Program without first providing notice and obtaining further consent, unless the aggregated information is
otherwise available as public information. The policies of Northern States Power Company related to sharing
aggregated information are part of the data privacy policies contained in the attached Exhibit 1 of this Solar*Rewards
Community Subscriber Agency Agreement and Consent Form and should be provided to the Subscriber by the
Community Solar Garden Operator pursuant Section 3 above.
d. Information Requests from the MPUC or the Department of Commerce. The Subscriber agrees that the
Community Solar Garden Operator and Northern States Power Company are authorized to provide any information
they possess related to the Subscriber or the Subscriber’s participation in the Community Solar Garden to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MPUC), the Minnesota Department of Commerce, or the Minnesota Office of
Attorney General. This information is needed to allow proper regulatory oversight of Northern States Power
Company and of the Solar*Rewards Community Program.

N
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4. Information Sharing. (Continued)
e. Liability Release. Northern States Power Company shall not be responsible for monitoring or taking any
steps to ensure that the Community Solar Garden Operator maintains the confidentiality of the Subscriber’s Account
Information, the Subscriber’s Energy Usage or the Bill Credits received pertaining to the Subscriber’s participation in
the Community Solar Garden. However, Northern States Power Company shall remain liable for its own
inappropriate release of Subscriber’s Account Information and Subscriber’s Energy Use Data.

T

f. Duration of Consent. The Subscriber’s consent to this information sharing shall be ongoing for the Term of
the Contract between the Community Solar Garden Operator and Northern States Power Company, or until the
Subscriber no longer has a Subscription to the Community Solar Garden and the Community Solar Garden Operator
notifies Northern States Power Company of this fact through the CSG Application System. Provided, however, the
Subscriber’s consent shall also apply thereafter to all such information of the Subscriber pertaining to that period of
time during which the Subscriber had a Subscription to the Community Solar Garden.

AF

g. Successor or Assigns. This Subscriber Agency Agreement and Consent Form shall apply fully to all
successors or assigns of the Community Solar Garden Operator, and to all subsequent successors or assigns,
without the need for Subscriber’s consent.

h. Modification. The above provisions addressing data privacy and in Exhibit 1 shall remain in place until
and unless other requirements are adopted by the MPUC in its generic privacy proceeding, Docket No. E,G999/CI12-1344, or other MPUC Order. Northern States Power Company shall file necessary revisions to its tariffs and
contracts within thirty (30) days of such Order.
5. Subscriber Disclosures.

D

R

a. Customer data can provide insight into activities within the premise receiving utility service. Northern
States Power Company may not disclose customer data except (1) if you authorize the disclosure, (2) to contracted
agents that perform services on behalf of the utility, or (3) as otherwise permitted or required by regulations.
b. Not authorizing disclosure will not affect utility service, but will impact a proposed Subscriber’s ability to
participate in the Solar*Rewards Community program.
c. Subscribers may access their standard customer data from Northern States Power Company without any
additional charge.
d. Northern States Power Company will have no control over the data disclosed pursuant to this consent,
and will not be responsible for monitoring or taking any steps to ensure that the data recipient maintains the
confidentiality of the data or uses the data as authorized by you. Please be advised that you may not be able to
control the use or misuse of your data once it has been released.

N

N
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5. Subscriber Disclosures. (Continued)

N

___________________________

Subscriber’s Signature:

___________________________

AF

Subscriber’s Name:

T

e. In addition to the Subscriber data described above, the data recipient may also receive the following from
Northern States Power Company: your name; account number; service number; meter number; utility type; service
address; premise number; premise description; meter read date(s); number of days in the billing period; utility invoice
date; base rate bill amount; other charges including base rate and non-base rate adjustments; taxes; and invoice total
amount. Northern States Power Company will not provide any other information, including personally identifiable
information such as your Social Security Number or any financial account number to the data recipient through this
consent form.
f. For additional information, including the Xcel Energy privacy policy that applies to Northern States Power
Company, visit: xcelenergy.com.

N

L
L

___________________________

N
N
N
N

Date:

___________________________

L

D

R

Print or Type name and
Title of signatory if Subscriber
is a corporation or unit of
government:
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Exhibit 1 to
Attachment “A” to
Solar*Rewards Community Subscriber Agency Agreement and Consent Form
Data Privacy Policies of Northern States Power Company Pertaining to
the Solar*Rewards Community Program

Definitions

T

The data privacy policies of Northern States Power Company pertaining to the Solar*Rewards Community Program are as
follows and may be changed from time to time as filed in the Company’s tariff or as otherwise may be authorized by the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“MPUC”):

AF

Unless indicated otherwise, the same definition and meaning of terms in this document are the same as contained in the
Standard Contract for Solar*Rewards Community. For ease of reference, here are some of the specific definitions:
“Company” means Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation, and its affiliates and agents.
“Subscribed Energy” means electricity generated by the PV System attributable to the Subscribers’ Subscriptions and
delivered to the Company at the Production Meter on or after the Date of Commercial Operation.
“Subscriber” means a retail customer of the Company who owns one or more Subscriptions of a community solar
garden interconnected with the Company.

R

“Subscriber’s Account Information” consists of the Subscriber’s name, account number, service address, telephone
number, email address, web site URL, information on Subscriber participation in other distributed generation serving
the premises of the Subscriber, and Subscriber specific Bill Credit(s).

D

“Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data” means data collected from the utility Subscriber meters that reflects the quantity,
quality, or timing of the Subscriber’s electric usage or electricity production for the service address and account
number identified for participation in the Community Solar Garden.

C
C
C
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N

Overview
This section addresses how Subscriber’s Account Information and Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data will be collected, used
and shared as part of participation in the Solar*Rewards Community Program.
1.

How Subscriber’s Account Information and Energy Usage Data Will Be Exchanged
a.

Subscriber Specific Information

Once a Subscriber has executed a Subscriber Agency Agreement and Consent Form, an ongoing data exchange will
occur between the Company and a Community Solar Garden Operator (and their designated subcontractors and agents):

•
•
•

The Community Solar Garden Operator will disclose to the Company the following Subscriber-specific
information:
•
•
•
•

b.

Subscriber’s Account Information
Community Solar Garden Allocation for each Subscriber’s Subscription stated in kW
Production data related to the PV System
Monthly Subscription Information
Aggregated Subscriber Information

R

(ii)

Subscriber’s Account Information
Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data
Bill credits

T

The Company will disclose the following Subscriber-specific information to the Community Solar Garden
Operator:

AF

(i)

Aggregated Subscriber information will be reported as part of Permitted Public Reporting, outlined in Section 2(b) below.

D

To be considered “aggregated” the reported information must include information attributable to all Subscribers
participating in a specific Solar*Rewards Community program site, which based on program requirements will contain a
minimum of five Subscribers. Depending on the nature of the aggregated information, however, from this information
alone or in combination with other publicly available information it may still be possible to infer the amount of production
attributed to individual Subscribers to the Community Solar Garden.

N
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2.

How Subscriber’s Information Will Be Used

The following outlines how the Subscriber’s Account Information and Subscriber Energy Usage Data will be used as part of
the Solar*Rewards Community Program.
a.

Program Management

As part of administering the Solar*Rewards Community program, the Solar Garden Operator and the Company may
provide information related to the Subscriber and/or the Community Solar Garden to:
the MPUC
the Minnesota Department of Commerce
the Minnesota Office of Attorney General
Other governmental or private entities as required by law or regulation

T

•
•
•
•

b.

Permitted Public Reporting

AF

Additionally, as part of administering the Solar*Rewards Community program, the Company may share Subscriber’s
Account Information and Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data to service providers, agents, or contracted agents who support
the program on its behalf. The Company prohibits these service providers from using or disclosing the Subscriber’s
information except as necessary to perform these specific services or to comply with legal requirements. More information
about the Company’s general privacy practices is explained in its Privacy Policy available on www.xcelenergy.com.

R

The Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data of each participating Subscriber to a Community Solar Garden will be combined and
reported in the aggregate by the Community Solar Garden Operator in its annual report on the Solar*Rewards Community
program. The identity of specific Subscribers, the specific Subscriber’s Account Information, Subscriber’s Energy Usage
Data and Subscriber-specific Bill Credit will not be listed in the public annual report unless the Subscriber has provided the
Community Solar Garden Operator with prior written consent.

D

Per the requirements of the MPUC, the Company will provide to the MPUC annual reports which will include information or
data requested by the MPUC or Minnesota Department of Commerce, including the following:
•
Reporting on Solar*Rewards Community program costs, including an analysis of the deposit, application,
participation and metering fees and further justification for these fees going forward;
•
Reporting on the Solar*Rewards Community Gardens, including but not limited to size, location and the type of
Solar*Rewards Community subscriber groups;
•
Reporting on known complaints and the resolution of these complaints;
•
A copy of each contract signed with a Community Solar Garden Operator, if not previously filed;
•
Lessons learned and any potential changes to the program;
•
Report on bill credits earned and paid; and the
•
Application process

N
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How Subscriber’s Information Will Be Used (Continued)
c.

Prohibited Reporting or Sharing

Except as otherwise provided in this document, the Company will not disclose the Subscriber’s Account Information,
Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data or Subscriber-specific Bill Credits to a third party without first obtaining the Subscriber’s
written consent.

3.

Subscriber Data Access and Correction

T

Any requests by the Community Solar Garden Operator to the Company for information about a Subscriber that is not
Subscriber’s Account Information or Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data will require execution of a separate written consent
by the Subscriber. Notwithstanding the previous statement, the Company will not provide the Community Solar Garden
Operator with the Subscriber’s Social Security Number unless directed to do so by the MPUC or Minnesota Department of
Commerce or compelled by law or regulation.

a.

AF

The following outlines what information is available to the Subscriber from the Company and the Community Solar Garden
Operator, and methods of correcting any inaccuracies.
Information Available from the Company

R

Subscribers can contact the Company’s call center to obtain information pertaining to their specific Bill Credit attributable to
their participation in Solar*Rewards Community Program. The correction of any allocation of previously-applied Bill Credits
among Subscribers or payments to the Community Solar Garden Operator for Unsubscribed Energy, pertaining to a
particular month due to any inaccuracy reflected in such Monthly Subscription Information with regard to a Subscriber’s
Subscription in the PV System and the beneficial share of photovoltaic energy produced by the PV System, or the share of
Unsubscribed Energy, shall be the full responsibility of the Community Solar Garden Operator, unless such inaccuracies
are caused by the Company .
Subscribers may also obtain from the Company the following information related to the Solar*Rewards Community
Program without obtaining written consent from the Community Solar Garden Operator:
Community Solar Garden Address
Operator name
Nameplate capacity
Production data related to the PV system
Bill Credit Rate and total amount of Bill Credits applied to the PV System
Any other information pertaining to the Subscriber’s Subscription

D

•
•
•
•
•
•

Other information regarding the Community Solar Garden Operator known to the Company will not be disclosed unless the
Subscriber obtains prior explicit informed consent from the Community Solar Garden Operator or unless directed to do so
by the MPUC or Minnesota Department of Commerce or compelled by law or regulation.

T
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Subscriber Data Access and Correction (Continued)
b.

Information Available from the Community Solar Garden Operator

Subscribers and prospective subscribers can contact the Community Solar Garden Operator to obtain the following
information:
Future costs and benefits of the Subscription, including:
i. All nonrecurring (i.e., one-time) charges;
ii. All recurring charges;
iii. Terms and conditions of service;
iv. Whether any charges may increase during the course of service, and if so, how much advance
notice is provided to the Subscriber;
v. Whether the Subscriber may be required to sign a term contract;
vi. Terms and conditions for early termination;
vii. Any penalties that the Community Solar Garden may charge to the Subscriber;
viii. The process for unsubscribing and any associated costs;
ix. An explanation of the Subscriber data the Community Solar Garden Operator will share with
Northern States Power Company and that Northern States Power Company will share with the
Community Solar Garden Operator;
x. The data privacy policies of Northern States Power Company and of the Community Solar
Garden Operator;
xi. The method of providing notice to Subscribers when the Community Solar Garden is out of
service, including notice of estimated length and loss of production;
xii. Assurance that all installations, upgrades and repairs will be under direct supervision of a
NABCEP-certified solar professional and that maintenance will be performed according to
industry standards, including the recommendations of the manufacturers of solar panels and
other operational components;
xiii. Allocation of unsubscribed production; and
xiv. A statement that the Community Solar Garden Operator is solely responsible for resolving any
disputes with Northern States Power Company or the Subscriber about the accuracy of the
Community Solar Garden production and that Northern States Power Company is solely
responsible for resolving any disputes with the Subscriber about the applicable rate used to
determine the amount of the Bill Credit.
Copy of the contract with Northern States Power Company for the Solar*Rewards Community Program
Copy of the solar panel warranty
Description of the compensation to be paid for any underperformance
Proof of insurance
Proof of a long-term maintenance plan
Current production projections and a description of the methodology used to develop production projections
Community Solar Garden Operator contact information for questions and complaints
Demonstration to the Subscriber by the Community Solar Garden Operator that it has sufficient funds to operate
and maintain the Solar*Rewards Community Program

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

D

R

AF

T

•

N
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Subscriber Data Access and Correction
b.

Information Available from the Community Solar Garden Operator (Continued)

The Community Solar Garden Operator is solely responsible for the accuracy of the Subscriber’s share of the Community
Solar Garden production information forwarded to the Company, and should resolve with the Subscriber any dispute
regarding the accuracy of such information.
Subscribers can submit comments to the Company on the accuracy and completeness of its annual report by contacting

SRCMN@xcelenergy.com.
4.

Data Retention

D

R

AF

T

The Company will retain the Subscriber’s Account Information, Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data and information on Bill
Credits for as long as required under applicable law.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I, Paget Pengelly, hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the foregoing
document on the attached list of persons.
xx

by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped
with postage paid in the United States mail at Minneapolis,
Minnesota; or

xx

by electronic filing.

Docket Nos.: E002/M-13-867
Dated this 19th day of February.

/s/
_______________________________
Paget Pengelly
Regulatory Administrator
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