Daniel P. Wolf, Executive Secretary

NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD ON THE MERITS OF THE
APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF NEED
Issued: December 6, 2016
In the Matter of the Application of Blazing Star Wind Farm, LLC for a Certificate of Need for
the up to 200 Megawatt Blazing Star Wind Project in Lincoln County, Minnesota
PUC Docket Number: IP-6961/CN-16-215
Comment Period:

Initial comment period closes February 6, 2017, at 4:30 p.m.
Reply comment period closes March 6, 2017, by 4:30 p.m.

Comments received after the comment period closes may not be considered. Please include the
docket number (16-215) in all communications.
Topics for Comment: The Commission will accept written comments on the merits of the
proposed project, particularly whether there are any contested issues of fact with respect to the
representations made in the application for a certificate of need.
Project Background: Blazing Star Wind Farm, LLC, has filed a certificate of need application
with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for an up to 200 megawatt large wind energy
conversion system (LWECS). The proposed LWECS would be comprised of 57 to 100 wind
turbines ranging from 2 to 3.5 megawatts in size. Associated facilities include a project
substation, an operation and maintenance building, access roads, meteorological towers, light
range or sonic range detecting units, underground communication and electrical collection lines,
transformers, and an approximately 1,000 foot long transmission line. The project would
interconnect at the new Brookings to Lyon County 345 kilovolt transmission line. The proposed
project footprint would occupy approximately 37,200 acres of land located in Hansonville,
Hendricks, and Marble townships in Lincoln County, Minnesota.
Submit Comments: Visit mn.gov/puc, select Speak Up!, find this docket, and add your
comments to the discussion or:
U.S. Mail:
eFiling:

Public Utilities Commission, 121 7th Place East, Suite 350, St. Paul, MN 55101
Visit mn.gov/puc, select eFiling and follow the prompts.

PHONE 651-296-7124 • TOLL FREE 800-657-3782 • FAX 651-297-7073
121 7TH PLACE EAST • SUITE 350 • SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101-2147
MN.GOV/PUC

Filing Requirements: Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies
are required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system: mn.gov/puc,
select eFiling and follow the prompts.
Full Case Record: The certificate of need application and other documents filed in this matter
are available at: mn.gov/puc, select eDockets, enter the year (16) and the docket number (215),
select Search.
Project Mailing List: Sign up to receive notices about project milestones and opportunities to
participate in meetings and comment periods. Contact docketing.puc@state.mn.us or 651-2012204 with the docket number (16-215), your name, mailing address, and email address.
Subscribe to the Docket: To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this
matter visit: mn.gov/puc, select Subscribe, and follow the prompts.
If you have questions about this docket or the Commission’s process and procedures, please
direct them to Scott Ek of the Commission staff at 651-201-2255 or scott.ek@state.mn.us.

This document can be made available in alternative formats (e.g., large print or audio) by
calling 651-296-0406 (voice). Persons with hearing loss or speech disabilities may call us
through their preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

