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NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIODS 
Issued: November 17, 2017  

 
In the Matter of the Petition of Northern States Power Company, dba Xcel Energy, for Approval 
of Its Proposed Community Solar Garden Program 
 
PUC Docket Number:     E-002/M-13-867 

 
Comment Period:   Initial comment period closes January 24, 2018 at 4:30 pm 

   Reply comment period closes February 15, 2018 at 4:30 pm 
 
Comments received after comment period closes may not be considered. 

 
Issue: On October 2, 2017, Xcel Energy (Xcel) filed its 2018 Value of Solar (VOS) calculation, 

including both a proposed system-wide VOS bill credit rate and nine separate location-
specific VOS bill credit rates.  On November 3, 2017, the Department of Commerce 
(Department) filed a letter in the docket indicating that Xcel’s 2018 VOS compliance filing 
should receive broader review than the prescribed compliance review.  Given the 
Department’s letter and request for a more formal comment process, the Commission will 
broaden the review of Xcel’s 2018 VOS compliance filing and seek comments on the filing 
from interested parties.   

 
Topics Open for Comment:   

 Did Xcel correctly implement the approved Department methodology for determining the 
updated system-wide VOS rate for 2018?  If implementation of the system-wide 
methodology is correct, are the input values and subsequently calculated system-wide 
results correct? 

 Did Xcel correctly implement the approved Department methodology for determining the 
newly required location-specific VOS rate?  Is this newly applied location-specific VOS 
methodology appropriate?  If implementation of the methodology is correct and 
appropriate, are the input values and subsequently calculated location-specific results 
correct and appropriate?  If implementation of the location-specific methodology is either 
not correct or not appropriate, how could it be corrected and/or improved? 

 Are there any reasons why Xcel’s 2017 system-wide VOS rate should not remain in place 
until the Commission establishes new rates for 2018?   
 

Filing Requirements:  Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are 
required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling).  All parties, 
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participants and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling:  mn.gov/puc, select eFiling, and 
follow the prompts. 
 
Submit Public Comments:  Visit mn.gov/puc, select Speak Up! or click HERE to find this docket, 
and add your comments to the discussion. 

 If you wish to include an exhibit, map or other attachment, please send your comments via 
U.S. Mail. 

 
Send U.S. Mail to Public Utilities Commission, 121 7th Place East, Suite 350, St. Paul MN  55101. 
Please include the Commission’s docket number in all communications.  
  
Full Case Record:  See all documents filed in this docket via the Commission’s website at 
mn.gov/puc, select Search eDockets, enter the year (13) and the docket number (867), select 
Search. 
 
Subscribe to receive email notification when new documents are filed in this docket at 
mn.gov/puc, select Subscribe, or click HERE and follow the prompts. 
 
Questions about this docket or Commission process and procedure?  Contact Commission staff, 
Susan Mackenzie, at susan.mackenzie@state.mn.us   
 
Change your mailing preferences:  Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call Jamie Eschbach at 
651-201-2204. 
 

To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651.296.0406 (voice). Persons 

with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred Telecommunications Relay Service or 

email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.  
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